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With the November pogroms of 1938, the persecution of Jews
throughout the entire National Socialist German Reich became con-
siderably more severe. Yet where to go? Numerous Jewish families
decided to at least get their children to safety as quickly as possible.
Approximately one thousand unaccompanied children were able to
leave for Belgium in the following months.

Their stories are in the centre of the three-year research and exhibi-
tion project

Saved - for the time being
Kindertransports to Belgium 1938/1939

The exhibition, which the Jawne Memorial and Educational Centre has
developed in cooperation with Anne Prior, portrays this almost unknown
rescue story for the very first time.

The sculptural installation the Table made by Ludwig Dunkel uses artis-
tic means to explore the themes of the exhibition.

Within the framework of our research, many contacts have been esta-
blished with survivors and their families. We would like to very since-
rely express our gratitude to Adi Bader, Joseph Birenbaum, Henriette
Derschowitz, Henri Roanne-Rosenblatt, Susi Shipman, the Steuer
family and the late Bernhard Szleper, who shared their life stories
with us.

We would like to express our thanks to the members of the organisa-
tion I’Enfant Caché asbl./Het Ondergedoken Kind vzv., in particular
Denis Baumerder, Eli Edelman, Marcel Frydman, Eugene Lipinsky,
Adolphe Nysenholc, Régine Sluszny and Marka Syfer, for their trust
and continuous support.

A special tribute goes to Johannes Blum, without whom this project
would not have been possible.

We would also like to thank Adeline Fohn, Dorien Styven (Kazerne
Dossin, Mechelen), Filip Strubbe (State Archives of Belgium, Brussels),
Sylvain Brachfeld, Danny Teurelincx (Felix Archive, Antwerp), Birte
Klarzyk, Nina Matuszewski, lbrahim Basalamah (NS-Documentation
Centre of the City of Cologne), Martina Strehlen (Old Synagogue
Essen), the Project Group of the Jawne Memorial and Educational
Centre, Juliane Rickriem, and many other colleagues and friends.
AS/AW



Saved - for the time being

In 1938 and 1939, about one thousand Jewish children from the
entire German Reich, including Austria and the annexed part of
Czechoslovakia, were able to escape from the exclusion and persecu-
tion of National Socialist Germany: they were taken to safety in 17
Kindertransports to Belgium. However, this was only temporary safe-
ty, as became clear by May 1940 at the latest.

Even though the exclusion and the disenfranchisement of Jews in Ger-
many began as early as 1933 and had continued from then onwards,
most countries in Europe and overseas showed little willingness to
take in Jewish refugees. In the wake of the November pogrom of
1938, Britain allowed 10,000 Jewish children and young people to en-
ter the country. To a lesser extent, the Netherlands, France, Switzer-
land and Sweden also admitted children.

On 22 November 1938, the Minister of Justice, Joseph Pholien, enab-
led the entry into Belgium and temporary residence permits for 250
children and young people, and a further 750 children and young peo-
ple in mid-January 1939. This authorisation was granted on condition
that the organisation of the transport and, above all, the care of the
children in Belgium was to be privately financed, which required com-
mitment from many families, individuals and aid organisations.

It was mainly the Comité d’Assistance aux Enfants Juifs Réfugiés (Assis-
tance Committee to Jewish Refugee Children, CAEJR) in Brussels and
the Comité Vooor Het Joodsche Kind van Duitschland (Committee for
the Jewish Child from Germany) in Antwerp that made the organisati-
on run smoothly. The central organisation in the German Reich was
the Abteilung Kinderauswanderung der Reichsvertretung der Juden in
Deutschland (the Children’s Emigration Department of the Reich
Representation of Jews in Germany) in Berlin and the Abteilung Kin-
derauswanderung der Flrsorgezentrale der Israelitischen Kultusge-
meinde Wien (Children’s Emigration Department of the Vienna Jewish
Community’s Welfare Centre).

The successful departure of almost 1,000 children was due to the
commitment of social workers such as Kate Rosenheim in Berlin and
Rosa Rachel Schwarz in Vienna, and many volunteers whose names
have often been forgotten today. In the Rhineland, the Provinzialver-
band fir jidische Wohlfahrtspflege in der Rheinprovinz (Provincial As-
sociation for Jewish Welfare of the Rhine Province), based in Cologne,
took on the tasks of central organisation.

The city of Cologne played a special part in what was to follow due to
its geographical location and the size of the Jewish community there.
Children from all regions of the then German Reich who had obtained
transport permits travelled first to Cologne Central Station.
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There, they were looked after in the rooms of the welfare office of the
Synagogue Community of Cologne in 33 Rubensstrasse. Jewish fami-
lies in Cologne took in children who had another night to wait before
their train to Belgium departed. Employees of the Provincial Associa-
tion finally escorted the children to the train, which ran via Aachen
and Herbesthal to Brussels or Antwerp.

Children arriving in Belgium were placed in children’s homes, or priva-
tely accommodated with Belgian Jewish and non-Jewish families. A
considerable number of the children had relatives in the country who
could take them in. The children were thus protected from German
persecutors and could live in the safety of Belgium.

This changed radically on 10 May 1940 with the German occupation
of Belgium. Of the almost 1,000 children who reached Belgium with a
Kindertransport, one third probably became victims of the Holocaust.
AS

The 17 Kindertransports

On 24 November 1938, the Belgian authorities authorised Jenny Fink,
Vice-President of the Antwerp Organisation Voor het Joodsche Kind
van Duitschland (For the Jewish Child from Germany) “to enter Belgi-
um with a group of 16 children”. This first small transport was followed
on 13 December by another one with 59 children. The Comité dAssis-
tance aux Enfants Juifs réfugiés (Assistance Committee to Jewish Refu-
gee Children, CAEJR) in Brussels was responsible for this second trans-
port.

Until 17 July 1939, the CAEJR in Brussels and the sister-organisation in
Antwerp each organised seven transports with almost 1,000 children
from what was then the German Reich. Among them were more than
100 children from all regions of the Rhineland and Westphalia as well
as about 60 children from Cologne. After the consignment from Vien-
na (more than 200 children) and Berlin (about 114 children), this
group of children being taken to Belgium was the largest of the Kin-
dertransports.

On 24 June and 7 July 1939, 37 “non-Aryan” Christian children were
able to flee Germany from Vienna under the auspices of the Comité
des Avocates (Committee of Lawyers) and the Comité de Secours aux
Réfugiés Protestants (Protestant Refugees Rescue Committee). Some
of these were Jewish children who had been baptized to escape per-
secution.



Probably the youngest child in a Kindertransport to Belgium was
Martha Szmulewicz from Cologne. On 12 January 1939, the seven-
month-old girl and her two three- and four-year-old siblings were wel-
comed by their parents at Brussels North Station. In 1943 the family
was arrested and deported to Auschwitz. One of the oldest fellow tra-
vellers was seventeen-year-old Miriam Rothschild, who arrived in Bel-
gium on 20 December 1938 as the guardian of the children from the
Jewish orphanage in Dinslaken. She emigrated to Palestine in March
1939.

The organisation of the emigration of over 150 unaccompanied child-
ren from smaller and larger towns in the Rhineland and Westphalia to
Belgium was a huge accomplishment in these circumstances. Respon-
sible for this task were people working at the welfare offices of the
individual Jewish communities, the Soziale Ausschuss flr jidische
Wohlfahrtspflege in Westfalen und Lippe (the Social Committee for
Jewish Welfare in Westphalia and Lippe), based in Bielefeld, and in
particular the Provinzialverband fiir jlidische Wohlfahrtspflege in der
Rheinprovinz (Provincial Association for Jewish Welfare of the Rhine
Province), based in Cologne.

On 15 June 1939, the last Kindertransport organised by the CAEJR left
Cologne Central Station. 27 girls and boys arrived at the Belgian bor-
der station Herbesthal at 6.22 p.m. and continued their journey to
Brussels after a short break.

Already a few days before the departure of the train, the CAEJR had
sent a letter to the Jewish Community in Vienna: “This transport co-
vers only a very small fraction of the intended number of children, as
the local authorities have stopped all transports. Of course, we will
continue our efforts and, if we are successful, we will inform you in
good time”. However, this was not to happen before the outbreak of
the Second World War.  AS

Cologne’s central role

Within a few days after the events of the November pogrom, hund-
reds of worried parents turned to the welfare institutions of the Syna-
gogen-Gemeinde Kéln (Synagogue Community of Cologne) and to the
Provinzialverband fiir jldische Wohlfahrtspflege in der Rheinprovinz
(Provincial Association for Jewish Welfare of the Rhine Province), both
of which had their headquarters in Cologne at 33 Rubensstrasse. They
took the difficult decision to send their children abroad as quickly as
possible, in order to save them.



Margarethe Rosenheim (1894-1942), Elli Gottschalk and many other
unknown helpers in the Cologne Synagogue Community’s Jugendamt
(Youth Welfare Office) received the applications, procured the neces-
sary travel documents and searched for possible relatives or guaran-
tors in Belgium. Since the Youth Welfare Office as a local authority was
only able to make proposals, it was up to the administrators to empha-
sise the need for urgency.

Dr. Rosi Karfiol, Dr. Kdthe Meta Lux (1879-1943) and many welfare
workers whose names and deeds have been forgotten coordinated
the work of the Provincial Association under the leadership of the la-
wyer Dr. Margarete Berent (1887-1965) and the judge Dr. Siegfried
Ikenberg (1887-1972). They ensured that the Kindertransports ran as
smoothly as possible in consultation with the committees in Brussels
and Antwerp, the Israelitische Kultusgemeinde (Jewish Community) in
Vienna and the Reichsvertretung der Juden in Deutschland (Reich Re-
presentation of the Jews in Germany) in Berlin. They also provided
immediate practical help: they collected the children at Cologne Cen-
tral Station, deposited their luggage, gave them meals, made sleeping
arrangements for them until they could continue their journey, and
then accompanied them back to the train.

On 7 December 1938, Margarete Berent successfully applied to the
Comité dAssistance aux Enfants Juifs Réfugiés (Assistance Committee
to Jewish Refugee Children, CAEJR) in support of 10-year-old Egon Ber-
lin from Koblenz:

“We are requesting that the boy join the Kindertransport from the
orphanage in Dinslaken. His sister is also registered for this applica-
tion. It would be preferable for the two siblings to stay together.”

Egon and Ingeborg Berlin reached Brussels together on 20 December
1938.

Thanks to the tireless work of the Youth Welfare Office of the Synago-
gue Community and the Provincial Association, at least 56 children
from Cologne who have been identified by their names were able to
escape to Belgium —a temporary rescue. AS

Dr. Kdthe Meta Lux

Kathe Meta Lux was one of the people in Cologne who were respon-
sible for organising the Kindertransports to Belgium. Very few details
are known about the work and the biographies of most of her co-wor-
kers. The same applies to Kdthe Meta Lux, an economist with a docto-
rate who, several decades earlier, had pursued a rather unusual career
for women at that time.



Kathe Meta Lux was born in Breslau on 16 May 1879, the daughter of
the merchant Bernhard Lux and his wife Flora, née Schweitzer. After
graduating from the Girls’ High School, she attended the Knittel’s Tea-
chers’ Seminar in Breslau, where she passed the teachers’ examinati-
on for middle and higher girls’ schools in 1898.

Later she studied national economics, psychology and history at the
universities of Breslau, Berlin and Zurich. Werner Sombart and Georg
Simmel were among her teachers. She received her doctorate in 1910
from the Faculty of Philosophy at Zurich University on “Studies on the
Effects of German Department Stores on Some Branches of Com-
merce”.

Kathe Lux then worked at the Prussian Statistical Office in Berlin. In
1934, she was dismissed from public service for being a Jew. She re-
turned to her hometown, Breslau, in 1935 where she directed the law
firm of her brother Dr. Walter Lux, a well-known lawyer. In 1939, he
emigrated with his family to Palestine.

Kathe Lux, however, decided to stay in Germany. She moved to Colog-
ne and worked in Rubensstrasse as a welfare worker for the Provinzi-
alverband fiir jiidische Wohlfahrtspflege in der Rheinprovinz (Provin-
cial Association for Jewish Welfare in the Rhine Province).

In this capacity, she was also responsible for the Kindertransports to
Belgium. For example, she coordinated the transports of Viennese
children with the Comité d’Assistance aux Enfants Juifs Réfugiés in
Brussels, the Committee Voor het Joodsche Kind van Duitschland in
Antwerp and the Jewish Community of Vienna.

The last known address of Dr. Kdthe Meta Lux in Cologne was the
Jewish Ghetto House at 18-22 Cacilienstrasse (the former “Rheinland-
loge”). On 27 July 1942, she was deported to Theresienstadt with
other residents of the house. There she died on 4 January 1943. AP

The Jewish Orphanage in Dinslaken

The Israelitisches Waisenhaus (Jewish Orphanage) in Dinslaken was
founded in 1885 and continued to function until the demolition of
the house and the expulsion of its inhabitants during the November
pogrom of 1938.

Dr. Leopold Wormser’s idea to establish an orphanage in this small
town on the Lower Rhine was strongly supported by the local Jewish
community. Already in 1886, as many as fourteen orphans lived in
Dinslaken. In 1913, Dr. Wormser left the orphanage because of his age
and his successor was Dr. Leopold Rothschild.



The orphanage children attended the Jewish elementary school in
Dinslaken, which was only a few minutes” walk from the house. The
orphanage also arranged vocational training for the young people at
the end of their schooling. Only a few pupils attended the “Hohere
Knaben- oder Madchenschule” (Higher Secondary School for Boys or
Girls).

By 1935, the home had been there for fifty years. The anniversary
publication reported that a total number of 320 children were admit-
ted in those fifty years.

Since 1935, Leopold Rothschild had been trying to transfer the Dinsla-
ken Jewish orphanage to Palestine. In October 1938 he travelled to
Palestine, where three of his adult children were living. He asked his
daughter Miriam, who had trained as an educator in Berlin, to live in
the Dinslaken orphanage during his absence. She was supporting
Yitzak Sophonie Herz, who had started working at the orphanage as
an educator in March 1938.

Early in the morning of 10 November 1938, the orphanage was atta-
cked by National Socialists, who drove the children out of the house.
That evening, the children initially found refuge in the Jewish elemen-
tary school, and then later moved to a restaurant. Important objects,
documents and money were destroyed and stolen.

With the agreement of the Cologne Synagogue Community, the child-
ren were brought to Cologne on 17 November 1938.

On 20 December 1938, 42 children and young people were able to
leave Germany for Belgium with the Kindertransport from the Dins-
laken orphanage. In the same way, other residents of the orphanage
reached the Netherlands.

Of the 42 children and young people who fled to Belgium, 26 survived.
Eleven children and young people were deported from Mechelen,
Westerbork and Drancy to Auschwitz and Majdanek extermination
camps; one survived Auschwitz. One boy was killed in France. Five
children returned to Germany in 1940, they were deported and mur-
dered. AP

The significance of Dinslaken

The children and young people at the Israelitisches Waisenhaus (Jewish
Orphanage) in Dinslaken and their uncertain fate played an important
part in how the Kindertransports to Belgium were brought about and
organised.



To begin with, the Moses family in Dinslaken and their close connecti-
on with the Jewish Orphanage needs to be mentioned. In the spring of
1884, Benjamin (Benno) Moses was a member of the constituent Ge-
neral Assembly for the Construction of an Orphanage in Dinslaken.

In the same year, his brother Markus Moses and other Dinslaken com-
munity members were allowed by the Chief President of the Prussian
Rhine Province to collect donations for the orphanage to be founded.
Moses Seligmann Moses, who came from another branch of the
family in Dinslaken, served as the chairman of the board of trustees
of the Dinslaken Jewish Orphanage from 1912 to 1917.

Wilhelmine Moses, a sister of Benno and Markus, married Samson
Gottschalk from Geilenkirchen a few years after the foundation of the
orphanage. Their son Max Gottschalk was born in Liége in 1889.

Max Gottschalk, a leading figure in numerous Jewish organisations,
founded an aid committee for Jewish refugees from Germany in 1933.
This aid committee became the Comité d’Assistance aux Enfants Juifs
Réfugiés (Assistance Committee to Jewish Refugee Children, CAEJR) in
November 1938.

Not only was Max Gottschalk familiar with the general conditions of
life in Germany because of his activities as the president of the refu-
gee committee; he was also very well informed about what was hap-
pening in Dinslaken through reports he received from his relatives. His
cousin Max Moses was sent to the Dachau concentration camp after
the pogrom. Rosalie Moses, Benno Moses’ widow, died only a few
days after the pogrom in a hospital in Dinslaken.

Sara Orfinger, Max Gottschalk’s sister, was a member of the board of
trustees of the orphanage, which Dr. Siegfried Rothschild, son of Dr.
Leopold Rothschild, directed in Antwerp since the beginning of 1938:
the Antwerp Joods Weeshuis (Jewish Orphanage of Antwerp). Sieg-
fried Rothschild was informed by his sister Miriam about the events in
Dinslaken on November 10, 1938.

The presence of Dr. Siegfried Rothschild in Antwerp and the drive and
determination of Max Gottschalk had an effect on further events and
their dynamics. An aid committee for Jewish children from Germany
(Comité Voor Het Joodsche Kind van Duitschland) was set up in Ant-
werp in November. Rosi Kugelmann-Rothschild, the wife of Siegfried
Rothschild, was a member of this committee.



It is therefore no coincidence that the first list of children eligible for a
Kindertransport to Belgium presented to the Belgian state contained
the names of forty-seven children and young people who had been
driven out of the Jewish Orphanage in Dinslaken. AP

Dr. Siegfried and Rosi Rothschild

Siegfried Rothschild who managed the Antwerp Joods Weeshuis
(Jewish Orphanage of Antwerp) since 1938 was, together with his wife
Rosi, involved with the Kindertransports to Belgium.

The first child of Dr. Leopold and Zippora Rothschild, Siegfried Roth-
schild was born in 1907. When he was six years old, the family moved
to Dinslaken, where his father took over the position of the director of
the Dinslaken Jewish Orphanage.

Siegfried attended the Jewish elementary school and the Reform Re-
algymnasium in Dinslaken. After completing an apprenticeship as a
locksmith, he graduated from high school in Dinslaken in 1928. He
studied psychology and remedial education in Wirzburg and, later,
biology and physics in Frankfurt/Main.

In 1933, he married the educator Rosi Kugelmann from Fulda. Their
daughters Miriam and Eva were born in 1934 and 1936 respectively.

Since 1933, Siegfried Rothschild had been working in the Jewish child-
ren’s home AHAVA in Berlin. In 1935 and 1936 he stood in for his
father in the Dinslaken orphanage. In July 1937 he took over the ma-
nagement of the AHAVA.

Shortly afterwards, Siegfried Rothschild was offered the position of
head of the Antwerp Jewish Orphanage and moved with his family to
Antwerp in 1938. From November 1938, Rosi Rothschild worked as a
member of the committee Voor Het Joodsche Kind van Duitschland
(For the Jewish Child from Germany).

With the invasion of Belgium by German troops, Siegfried Rothschild,
like thousands of other “undesirable aliens”, was taken by the Belgian
authorities to the unoccupied south of France.

Rosi Rothschild stayed with their daughters in the orphanage. She ac-
tively managed the institution during the occupation. In January 1944,
the Antwerp site was closed by the Germans and the institution was
moved to Lasne. During the last days of the war, Rosi Rothschild found
various places to accommodate the children and thus saved their
lives. After the Germans had fled, she took the children out of their
hiding places and put them in the Linkebeek and Wezembeek homes.



Siegfried Rothschild was imprisoned in the camps at St. Cyprien, Gurs
and Rivesaltes from 1940. In 1943, he managed to escape to Switzer-
land. After a brief internment, he worked for the Basler Hilfe fiir Emi-
grantenkinder (Aid for Migrant Children in Basel, BHEK). At the end of
May 1945, he returned to Belgium.

In Auderghem, Dr. Rothschild took over the management of an or-
phanage. After a temporary stay in the USA, the family emigrated to
Israel in 1951, where Siegfried — now Pinchas — Rothschild became
director of an orphanage in Afula.

In 1980 Rosi Rothschild died in Jerusalem and her husband Siegfried in
2001. AP

Refugee policies in Belgium

About 25,000 German and Austrian Jews came to Belgium between
March 1938 and May 1940. When Belgium capitulated, 13,250 of
them were still in Belgium.

Belgian policy towards German Jewish refugees at the end of the
1930s was the most liberal in all of Europe — yet not without contra-
dictions.

Anyone who had illegally managed to enter the country could still ex-
pect to be tolerated within the country at the end of 1939. However,
anyone who was picked up by the Belgian border police while attemp-
ting to flee across the green border to Belgium was in danger of im-
mediate deportation back to the German Reich. Since the early 1930s,
however, the toleration of refugees had been dependent on Jewish
aid organisations paying for their keep.

Belgian border controls were significantly tightened from May 1938,
because after Austria’s annexation to the German Reich in March
1938, thousands of Austrian Jews tried to flee to Belgium. The Belgian
border police mercilessly deported both Jewish children and adults
they picked up back to the German Reich.

The practice of tolerating Jewish refugees was by no means uncontro-
versial among the Belgian ruling political class and the population as a
whole. Only after the November pogrom of 1938 did a broad con-
sensus emerge that the Jewish refugees who had made it into the
country should not be deported. After a high-profile campaign by Emil
Vandervelde, chairman of the Belgian Socialist Party, and Max Gott-
schalk, president of the Comité d’Assistance aux Réfugiés juifs (Jewish
Refugee Aid Organisation), repatriations to the German Reich were
officially suspended.
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At the beginning of 1939, it was still possible to enter Belgium legally.
A visa was granted to those who could prove that they either had a job
in Belgium or good prospects of continuing their journey to a third
country. Even apprenticeship visas were still being issued at this time —
and there were the Kindertransports.

Belgian refugee policy towards German Jews was characterised by
pragmatism and humanity until the Germans invaded. Even if there
were significant forces in the country propagating the deportation of
unwanted refugees, the practice of toleration still prevailed. Anyone
who had illegally made it into the country was now allowed to stay.
AW

Belgium under the German occupation

From June 1940 onwards, a military administration under the com-
mand of Alexander von Falkenhausen and the powerful head of milita-
ry administration, Eggert Reeder, was set up in Belgium. This remained
in existence until June 1944. Unlike in other occupied countries, the
military administration maintained its supremacy over the Reichs-
sicherheitshauptamt (Reich Security Main Office), that is over the SS
and the Gestapo. It was above all concerned with the economic ex-
ploitation of Belgium and with internal security. The Sipo-SD (Security
Police-Security Service) as well as the Secret Field Police and the Field
Police (units of the Wehrmacht, the German Armed Forces) were sub-
ordinate to the military administration. All of these played a decisive
role in the persecution, imprisonment and deportation of the Jewish
population of Belgium as well as in fighting the Belgian resistance.

Breendonk

Located between Brussels and Antwerp, the Breendonk fortress served
as a prison from the summer of 1940. Officially it was a reception and
transit camp, but the conditions were just as horrible as in a concent-
ration camp. Breendonk was under military administration. The Ger-
man SS initially took over the command and guarding of the camp, but
from the autumn of 1941, a Flemish SS contingent was deployed there.

The first inmates were Jews who had violated anti-Jewish regulations.
From 1942, the prisoners were mainly resistance fighters. Of the
approximately 3,600 prisoners during the occupation, about 500 were
Jewish. About 1,700 prisoners from Breendonk were murdered here
or in concentration camps.

Breendonk was notorious for the systematic use of torture, from
which hundreds died.
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“Whoever has succumbed to torture can no longer feel at home in the
world. The shame of destruction cannot be erased. Trust in the world,
which already collapsed in part at the first blow, but in the end, under
torture, fully, will not be regained. That one’s fellow man was experien-
ced as the antiman remains in the tortured person as accumulated
horror. It blocks the view into a world in which the principle of hope
rules.”

(Jean Amery, Torture, P. 40 in: At the Mind’s Limits, Contemplations by a Survivor
on Auschwitz and Its Realities, Indiana University Press, Bloomington, 1980,
translated by Sidney Rosenfeld and Stella P. Rosenfeld)

After the Anschluss of Austria, Jean Améry fled to Belgium via Colog-
ne. He was arrested on 23 July 1943 while distributing anti-German
leaflets in Brussels and taken to Breendonk where he was tortured.

Vereeniging van Joden in Belgié/Association des Juifs en Belgique
(Association of Jews in Belgium, AJB)

On 25 November 1941, the military administration issued a decree
compulsorily establishing an Association of Jews in Belgium (AJB). The
stipulated aim was the “emigration” of the Jews as well as the estab-
lishment and maintenance of Jewish elementary schools. All Jews in
Belgium became compulsory members of the AJB and had to make
financial contributions.

From July 1942, the Germans made use of the AJB in their persecution
measures. In July 1942, for example, the AJB had to compile a “Jews’
Register” and from July 1942 to summer 1944 it had to submit lists of
names of Jews living in Belgium. The AJB had to distribute the so-cal-
led Arbeitseinsatzbescheide, orders to report for work in Mechelen.
From there, the Jews were deported. The organisation was also forced
to take care of Jews who had been deported to France for forced la-
bour, and to run homes for children and the elderly.

These homes, however, did not serve to protect the people living the-
re. Since the names of the residents in the homes were known by the
Gestapo, they could be deported at any time. Under this pressure, the
directors of the homes made every effort to protect those entrusted
to them. Aw

The persecution and deportation of Jews

in Belgium

By the spring of 1940, between 56,000 and 65,000 Jews lived in Belgi-
um. There was a small long-established Jewish population, yet most

Jewish men and women living in Belgium in 1933 had only come to
live there after the First World War.
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The German occupiers began to impose anti-Jewish measures in au-
tumn 1940, about half a year after the beginning of the occupation.
Their first aim was to deprive the Jewish population of its economic
livelihood and to exclude them from social life. This included bans on
occupations and businesses as well as prohibiting Jewish children
from attending state schools.

In addition, all Jews had to register as Jews in their communities. In-
troduced in July 1941, this measure, which meant stamping the stig-
matizing “Juif/Jood” (“Jew”) in red onto identity cards, and also the
imposition of a curfew which only applied to Jews, served as prepara-
tion for deportation.

In May 1942, the German occupying forces decreed that all Jews had to
wear a visible yellow six-pointed star with a black “J” printed on it. The
decree on forced labour for Jewish workers announced on the same
day was immediately implemented. By September 1942, about 2,300
Jewish men were deported to France and forced to build the so-called
Atlantic Wall by the Organisation Todt (a paramilitary construction army
headed by Fritz Todt). Most of them were later deported from there
to Auschwitz.

From Mechelen to Auschwitz

From the summer of 1942 onwards, the military administration sent
personal requests to all Jews living in Belgium to report for work in
Mechelen. The old barracks there was used by the Germans as a tran-
sit camp from 27 July 1942. It was constantly overcrowded, and the
conditions were catastrophic. People usually stayed there for only a
few days before being deported to Auschwitz. On 4 August 1942, the
first deportation train set off with 998 people on board. Only seven of
them survived.

As fewer and fewer people responded to the requests sent to them,
the military administration changed its strategy and arrested Jewish
people in large raids. Jews were also arrested at the offices issuing
food stamps or after denunciations by secret informers.

On 31 July 1944, about a month before the liberation of Belgium by
the Americans, 563 people were deported to Auschwitz with the last

deportation train.

The historian Insa Meinen has concluded that in total 24,906 people
were deported from Mechelen to Auschwitz. AW
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Belgian resistance

When the Germans marched into Belgium on 10 May 1940, memories
of the brutal German occupation of Belgium during the First World
War were still very much alive. The crimes committed by the German
troops between 1914 and 1918 — such as the mass shootings of civili-
ans—caused hundreds of thousands to flee to France. This gives the back-
ground for understanding the Belgian resistance against the Germans.

The first mass demonstration against the German occupation took
place on 11 November 1940, the day of the armistice of 1918, and the
first resistance groups, which emerged after May 1940, were re-using
World War | structures. Thanks to their espionage, the Belgian govern-
ment in exile in London was very well informed about the situation in
Belgium during the entire period of occupation.

In autumn 1941, the Communist Party of Belgium formed the Onaf-
hankelijkheidsfront/Front de I'indépendance (Independence Front, Fl).
With its specific aim of forming a broad anti-German movement rea-
ching beyond any political borders, the F/ was very successful. Its acti-
vities were wide-ranging: partisan units sabotaged German transport
and communication routes and eliminated collaborators. The FI/ was
responsible for about 250 of a total of roughly 650 underground
newspapers in Belgium during the occupation period. As it was, the F/
was the only resistance organisation that was regularly calling on all
Belgians to help and to hide the Jewish population.

Solidarity and sabotage

When the wearing of a yellow star was decreed in May 1942, the Bel-
gian population showed solidarity with the Jewish people. The mayors
of Brussels refused to hand out the stars: “It is our duty to let you
know that you cannot force us to participate in [the] implementation,”
they told the military administration.

During the war, Belgian resistance fighters smuggled over 1,500 British
and American pilots who had been shot down from Belgium to England.

The biggest sabotage was carried out by the so-called Group G, com-
prised of members of the polytechnic faculty of the Free University of
Brussels. On 15 January 1944, it blew up a total of 28 carefully selec-
ted high-voltage pylons. The resulting loss of energy meant that a large
number of companies important to the war had to be closed imme-
diately. The German occupiers struggled with the consequences of
this attack until the liberation of Belgium. Aw

14



Rescue resistance

Many Jewish individuals in Belgium resisted their persecution, depor-

tation and murder. Some of the strategies they used were:

« refusing to wear the obligatory “yellow star”, so making it more
difficult for Germans to arrest their victims out on the streets.

+ ignoring the request to report to Mechelen for work (and the sub-
sequent) deportation, as many did. Only 4,023 out of the 12,000
people who were sent requests actually came to Mechelen.

+ leaving their homes in order to hide. When the raids reached their
peak in the summer of 1942, so many persecuted people had left
their homes that the military administration reported this to Berlin
as a mass phenomenon.

+ marrying non-Jewish Belgians, which gave temporary protection
from deportation.

+ showing false papers which could mean survival during a raid.

+ fleeing to Switzerland or Spain via France, as some did.

The historian Insa Meinen has researched the life stories of the depor-
tees of the 21st deportation on 31 July 1943 and concluded that most
of these people had spent months actively trying to escape the Ger-
mans before they were arrested.

The CDJ and its Network

Organised resistance to the deportation of the Jewish population was
provided by the Comité de Défense des Juifs (Jewish Defense Commit-
tee, CD)J).

It was initiated by the couple Hertz and Yvonne Jospa and was estab-
lished in September 1942 under the umbrella of the Independence
Front (FI). Jewish and non-Jewish activists financially supported nearly
5,000 Jewish adults who were in hiding until the end of the war and
hid about 3,500 Jewish children. These actions were mainly financed
by the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee.

The members of the CDJ were specifically addressing families and per-
suading them to hand over their children to their care. They establis-
hed a network of institutions and host families to receive the children.

As well as help given by private families, doctors were helping in hos-
pitals and sanatoriums. Teachers in children’s homes as well as
pastors, monks and nuns were also taking in persecuted Jewish child-
ren to their institutions and monasteries.

Mayors and community representatives from over 200 Belgian com-

munities supported the rescue operations by supplying the CDJ with
forged authentic ID cards, and food ration cards for the people in hiding.
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The militant Jewish resistance was also acting against the deportation.
Jewish partisans attacked the Association des Juifs en Belgique (Asso-
ciation of Jews in Belgium, AJB) office in Brussels on the day before the
AJB was due to hand over to the Gestapo a “Judenkartei” (Jewish card
index) which it had drawn up. They managed to burn part of the file.
AW

1 Yvonne Jospa, born 1910 in Bessarabia, died 2000 in Brussels. She
was one of the founders of the CDJ, who as a sociologist and social
worker knew many doctors and sanatoriums and used her contacts
to accommodate Jewish children.

2 Yvonne Nevejean, born 1910 in Gentbrugge/Belgium, died 1987 in
Brussels. She was the director of the National Children’s Fund ONE
and established its infrastructure using her contacts to help the
CDJ save children.

3 Suzanne Moons-Lepetit (Brigitte), born in 1901, died in 1946. She
established contacts with Catholic institutions that could hide
children.

4 Estera Heiber managed the child rescue. She also developed and
managed the system of coded lists of children’s names, aliases and
hiding places.

5 Ida Sterno (Jeanne), born in 1902, died in 1964. She led a group of
young Jewish women who picked up children from their parents,
hid them in secret places and regularly sent money and clothing
for the hidden children to the foster families. Sterno was arrested
by the Gestapo in May 1944,

6 Andree Geulen, born in Brussels in 1921, was one of the women
who brought children to foster families.

7 Chaim Perelmann (1912-1984) and

8 Maurice Heiber lived legally as leading employees of the AJB and
were at the same time important activists of the CDJ.

Dora, Berta and Antoinette Steuer

Born in 1927, Dora Steuer and her two-years-younger sister Berta
Steuer lived with their parents, the textile merchant Aron Steuer and
Klara Steuer, née Fahn, at 17 Turmstrasse in Essen. After the birth of
her third daughter Antoinette (Toni) in 1936, Klara Steuer became se-
riously ill and was subsequently admitted to various psychiatric clinics.
In February 1941 she was taken to the Landesheilanstalt Hadamar
(Hadamar Provincial Mental Home), a death centre in the National
Socialists” euthanasia programme, where she was murdered on the
very same day.

Aron Steuer felt forced to put his daughters into care. On 15 June

1938, the Dinslaken Jewish Orphanage took in Dora and Berta, while
Toni lived in the Jewish children’s home in Cologne from 28 June 1938.
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On 28 October 1938, Aron Steuer was deported from Essen to the
Polish border as part of the so-called Polenaktion (the forced expulsi-
on of Jews who were Polish citizens). After his return to Essen, he was
arrested again in September 1939. For three years he was held priso-
ner at the Buchenwald, Ravensbrick and Dachau concentration
camps, and he died in Dachau on 7 August 1942 as a result of ill-treat-
ment and deprivation.

Dora and Berta were among the children from the Jewish Orphanage
in Dinslaken who were able to leave Germany for Brussels on 20
December 1938 with a Kindertransport. They were taken in by a Je-
wish family of merchants called Speyer, in Kortrijk. In May 1940, the
Speyer family, like many other Belgian residents, fled together with
Dora and Berta from the approaching German Wehrmacht (German
Armed Forces) to southern France. Once there, they took different
escape routes. The Speyers, who were Dutch nationals, tried to obtain
their own visas for emigration. Beforehand, however, they made con-
tact with Ottilie Gobel Moore, who welcomed the two girls to her
estate in Villefranche-sur-Mer in early 1941.

In the late summer of 1941, Ottilie Gobel Moore procured visas and
tickets for Dora and Betti Steuer as well as eight other children for the
ship passage from Lisbon to New York. In a two-week odyssey, the small
group crossed Spain and Portugal and finally reached the port of Lisbon,
where everyone could board the SS Excalibur on 4 October 1941. On
the day of their arrival in New York, the New York Post carried the head-
line: “Angel of child refugees brings 10 of them here from Europe”.

Toni was less than three years old when her older sisters left Germany
in December 1938. This was probably the reason why she only left
Germany with the last Kindertransport of the Comité d’Assistance aux
Enfants Juifs Réfugiés (Assistance Committee to Jewish Refugee Child-
ren, CAEJR) on 15 June 1939. In Brussels, she was taken into the
household of Renée de Becker-Remy, president of the CAEJR. In May
1940, the CAEJR evacuated its children’s homes. On 14 May 1940,
more than 90 boys and girls, including Toni, boarded two freight cars
at Schaerbeek station in Brussels. Their destination was the still unoc-
cupied south of France, which they reached after a four-day journey.

During the first few months, the children lived in difficult conditions
inabarn on alarge farmin Seyre, then from mid-1941 in a remote village
near the Spanish border, the Chateau de la Hille. There Toni became
the little mascot of the home due to her age and her carefree nature.

Toni Steuer was one of the children from La Hille who were able to
leave for the USA with the help of the American Friends Service Com-
mittee. On 25 June 1942, the SS Serpa Pinto reached New York. The
five-year-old Toni with her cuddly toy in her arms became a popular
photo motif.
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A few weeks after her arrival, Ottilie Gobel Moore was also able to
take Toni Steuer into her care. Thus Dora, Berta and Toni Steuer were
reunited after four years of separation — an almost unbelievable res-
cue story. AS

Speyer/Dressou Family

“..and so began an adventure which would have been absolutely impossi-
ble to imagine beforehand...”.

The events in National Socialist Germany also aroused an increasing
sense of unease in the Jewish Speyer/Dressou family in Kortrijk, Belgium.
After the November pogrom in 1938, Rachel Speyer and her brother-
in-law Mauritz Dressou decided to take in Jewish children from the
German Reich. They were eventually successful: on 13 January 1939
they were able to take in Dora Steuer and her younger sister Betty. In
March, they were joined by eleven-year-old Erika Glaser from Vienna.
Through their selfless support, the Dutch-Belgian family helped to
save the three girls. To this day, the families maintain close contact.

Rachel Speyer ran a factory for furnishing fabrics in Kortrijk. This asser-
tive woman had been able to convince her three younger sisters,
Clémence and Marie-Henriette as well as Berthe, with her husband
Mauritz Dressou, to leave Amsterdam in the early 1930s in order to
build up the business. The three single sisters lived together in a large
house in the centre of the city. Berthe and Mauritz Dressou moved
into a house nearby together with their children Anne and Leonard.

The German invasion of Belgium ruined their plans for the future. On
13 May 1940, the Speyer/Dressou family of seven and their foster child-
ren Dora and Betty Steuer boarded a completely overcrowded train to
escape together to unoccupied southern France. After a crazy three-
day journey, they reached Nice safely, although without their luggage.
All other options for escape were a failure, so they decided to leave for
the Dutch colony of the Dutch Indies (now Indonesia) in March 1941.
Beforehand, they made contact with the American Ottilie Gobel-Moore,
who took Dora and Betty Steuer to her estate in Villefranche-sur-Mer
and facilitated their escape to the United States.

The following war years were a dramatic odyssey for the Speyer/Dressou
family. Their attempts to gain a foothold in Batavia and Bandoeng that
seemed so promising, were thwarted by the Japanese occupation of the
Dutch Indies. The consequences were internment and imprisonment.
Miraculously, they all survived and were repatriated to the Nether-
lands in the spring of 1946. In the summer of 1946, they returned to
Kortrijk and moved into a house together.
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Anne Manneback-Dressou, born in 1931, wrote an impressive de-
scription of the dramatic events in her autobiographical ,Report about
my war years (1940 - 1946)“in 1994. AS

Surviving in the South of France

From May 1940, about 100 children rescued by Kindertransports from
the Général Bernheim and Herbert Speyer homes in Brussels were
cared for by their directors in a run-down farm near Seyre. The winter
of 1940/41 made it clear to those in charge that new accommodation
was desperately needed.

Since October 1940, the children who had fled to southern France
were under the care of the Schweizerische Arbeitsgemeinschaft fir
kriegsgeschddigte Kinder (Swiss Association for War-Damaged Child-
ren, SAKK).

The SAKK had a head office in Toulouse, with Maurice Dubois as its
director. At the beginning of 1942, the SAKK merged with the Swiss Red
Cross to form the Abteilung Kinderhilfe (Children’s Aid Department).

At the beginning of 1941, Maurice Dubois who was searching for bet-
ter accommodation, found it: an empty castle, the Chateau de la Hille,
seemed suitable to him. In May 1941, the Swiss children’s nurse Rosli
Naef arrived in Seyre to be the director of La Hille. The children moved
to La Hille one month later. As in Seyre, the daily routine there was
strictly regulated. The children were given school lessons and did
homework and handicrafts. In addition to this, they worked in the
fields on the surrounding farms, as they produced some of their food
themselves. By July 1942, 20 children from La Hille were able to leave
for the United States with the help of the Quakers.

In the early morning of 26 August 1942, the catastrophe happened:
gendarmes appeared in the castle and presented Rosli Naef with a list
of the names of some 40 young people older than 16 and three Jewish
employees. The Vichy government had approved the deportation of
10,000 Jews from the unoccupied “southern zone” of France. The po-
licemen took all the people into custody and brought them to the in-
ternment camp Le Vernet. However, after laborious negotiations bet-
ween Maurice Dubois and the Vichy government, the young people
were able to leave Le Vernet and returned to La Hille.

After this incident, Rosli Naef and other employees of the Swiss Red
Cross working in La Hille started their own rescue operations. Many
children and young people managed to escape to Switzerland or Spain
with their help. Yet some escape attempts failed. In 1943, several
young people were arrested at the Swiss border and were sent back to
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La Hille. Gendarmes arrested them and took them to the Drancy tran-
sit camp. From there they were deported to Auschwitz and Majdanek.

The surviving Children of La Hille stayed in contact with each other
after the war and met on a regular basis. In 2000, many of them were
present when a memorial plague was inaugurated close to the Chate-
au de la Hille. AP

Adolf Bernhard Bader

Adolf Bernhard Bader, called Adi, was born in Cologne in February
1931, the third son of Friedrich and Sara Bader, née Sibirski. His mo-
ther died just a few weeks after his birth, so he spent the first years of
his life in the Jewish children’s home in Litzowstrasse. In 1934 his
father married Regine Sibirski, the sister of his deceased wife. Adi re-
turned to his parents’ apartment, where he lived with his older bro-
thers Martin and Georg and his half-brother Kurt.

After the National Socialists came to power, the Bader family’s living
conditions deteriorated. The parents, therefore, made an effort to le-
ave together for the United States. When all attempts failed, they de-
cided to find a way for their older sons to escape. In December 1939,
Martin was able to leave for Palestine with the Youth Aliyah (a Jewish
organisation which enabled children and young people to immigrate
to Palestine). Several months earlier, Adi and Georg had already been
smuggled from Duisburg to Antwerp on a cargo ship.

In Belgium, Adi was placed in a foster family, through contacts of his
uncle Max. Maria Lommers (1903-1961) accepted the Jewish boy into
her family but kept his identity secret. Even today, Adi associates the
years of his childhood spent there with the feeling of being at home.
For almost three years he lived in the village Kapellen and attended
the “Gemeentelijke Lagere Jongenschool” (Municipal Elementary
School for Boys).

When the German occupation authorities became aware of Adi’s Je-
wish identity, Maria Lommers, with a heavy heart, placed her foster
son in the care of the Centraal Beheer voor Joodsche Weldadigheid en
Maatschappelijk Hulpbetoon (the Central Management for Jewish
Charity and Social Assistance, which was the umbrella organisation of
the Jewish Welfare Organisations in Antwerp.)

From September 1942 Adi lived together with 30 girls and boys from
Germany and Austria in a children’s home in Schaarbeek. The Orphe-
linat Israelite de Bruxelles (Jewish Orphanage of Brussels) was run by
Jonas Tiefenbrunner and his wife Ruth, née Feldheim, who both fled
Germany in 1938. After half a year, Adi moved to the children’s home
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in Wezembeek-Oppem under the direction of Marie Albert. Both ho-
mes were administered by the compulsory organization Association
des Juifs en Belgique (Association of Jews in Belgium, AJB). The child-
ren thus had the constant threat of arrest and deportation.

Adi Bader becomes Jean Brinant

When it became known in mid-1944 that there was to be a raid of the
children’s home at any moment, the resistance organisation Comité
de Défense des Juifs (Jewish Defense Committee, CDJ) and L'CEuvre
Nationale de I’Enfance (The National Children’s Fund, ONE) arranged
for the children to go into hiding. The boys and girls were given new
identities that they had to learn by heart. Adi Bader became Jean
Brinant. Together with 21 other children he went into hiding in the
monastery Notre Dame de Bethléhem in Herent. He was there for the
liberation on 4 September 1944.

Adi never saw his parents or two of his brothers again. His father, his
stepmother and his little half-brother Kurt were deported to Malyj
Trostenez near Minsk and murdered. His brother Georg was arrested
on 21 September 1942 during a raid on a children’s home in Antwerp.
Five days later, he was deported with the 11th Transport from Meche-
len to Auschwitz and murdered there.

After liberation, Adi Bader returned to the children’s home in Wezem-
beek, where almost all the hidden children gradually reappeared.
While some children were picked up by family members, Adi remained
uncertain about the fate of his family for a long time. At the end of
1945 he finally received his first sign of life: a telegram from Tel Aviv
from his eldest brother Martin. A few weeks later Adi followed his
brother to Palestine. He completed an apprenticeship as a precision
mechanic and did his military service after the foundation of the State
of Israel.

In 1956 Adi Bader returned to Europe to visit his foster mother in Bel-
gium and his aunt Antoinette Bader in Switzerland as well as his native
city Cologne. There he met his future wife Edith, with whom he star-
ted a family in 1959. Today (2019) Adi Bader lives in DUsseldorf. AS

The Home for “Single Children” in Wezembeek-
Oppem

On 1 September 1942, the German occupation authorities handed
over a building on Mechelsesteenweg in Wezembeek-Oppem to the
Association des Juifs en Belgique (Association of Jews in Belgium, AJB)
for the establishment of a home for “single children”. Many of them
became orphans due to the arrest and deportation of their parents.
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The AJB was established as a compulsory Jewish organization in No-
vember 1941 by order of the commander of the military administrati-
on in Belgium. Accurate access lists had to be kept of the children and
employees of the home, which were also available to the Gestapo.

The raid of 30 October 1942

Only a few weeks after the opening of the children’s home, the Ger-
man occupation authorities decided to close the facility again. In the
afternoon of 30 October 1942, several vehicles stopped in front of the
building. Armed SS men forced their way into the building, searched
through the offices and destroyed the telephone system. All emplo-
yees and 58 children had to gather in the main building — the younger
ones had just been having afternoon naps while the older ones had
been having lessons in the home. The children and the Jewish emplo-
yees were taken by a truck to the transit camp in Mechelen.

The non-Jewish cleaning lady managed to immediately inform the di-
rector of L'CEuvre Nationale de I'Enfance (The National Children’s
Fund, ONE), Yvonne Névejean, who in turn put the Belgian Queen Eli-
sabeth — Honorary President of ONE — in the picture. Because of her
intervention with the supreme commander of the military administra-
tion in Belgium, all the children of the Wezembeek home were relea-
sed that very evening. It even proved possible to bring along seven
more children to the orphanage, who were supposed to be deported.

L’Enfant Caché (The Hidden Child)

Until the summer of 1944, Marie Albert, the director of the home, and
her colleagues provided the children with food, clothing and Zionist
education. Regular raids were carried out by the Gestapo, so that the
fear of being arrested was always a constant threat. Finally, in August
1944, Marie Albert was warned of a large and imminent raid. She im-
mediately asked Yvonne Névejean to help her hide the children. In
fact, she managed to have almost all the 100 children “disappear”
until the liberation of Brussels on September 4, 1944. A few days after
the liberation, the children returned to the home.

Gradually most of the children emigrated with (or to) surviving family
members or acquaintances, mainly to the United States and to Pales-
tine/Israel. AS

“I never got bored and I didn’t fool around.”

Memories by Adi Bader of the children’s home in Wezembeek

Adi Bader can still vividly remember his stay in the children’s homes in
Brussels and Wezembeek. His parents had him smuggled from Duis-
burg to Antwerp on a cargo ship after the November pogrom, since a
legal departure, for example with a Kindertransport, was not possible.
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His fate in Belgium during the Shoah was similar to that of many Kin-
dertransport children.

“Our director Madame Albert was omnipresent, strict and fair at the
same time. She also radiated motherly warmth. She always wore her
hair back like a nurse. There were almost 100 Jewish children in the
Wezembeek home. The youngest of us, Reisele, was just two years old.
She was one of the children who had been smuggled out of the transit
camp in Malines.”

“We children were divided into six groups. In my group, Kwutzah Jehuda,
there were twelve children. Our Rosch [leader of the group] was Harry,
who came from Belgium. During the day we participated in Peulot
[activities] where Jewish culture was taught, for example in the form of
Hebrew songs. We played many community games, often to do with
scouting, such as stargazing, tying knots, and hurdle-jumping. We also
spent our spare time playing board games. | never got bored and |
didn’t fool around.”

“On the ground floor, separated by a door with leaded glas, was our
little synagogue. In another corner was our library. For a while | was
responsible for the library together with Edith, who came from Vienna.
During this time, | read a lot, my favourite being adventure novels by
Jack London, cowboy books and Nick Knatterton stories.”

“From time to time the Gestapo paid a visit to the children’s home
unexpectedly. Then we children had to lie down on our beds with out-
stretched arms, and the Germans did a head-count to make sure that
there were no children in the home other than those officially registered.
This was one of the rare occasions when | was really afraid.

The underground movement advised us to stay outside the home as
much as possible. So, we went for walks and played in the woods for
hours. Wearing our yellow-green uniforms, the small cloaks fastened
at the collar with a small chain, we looked like scouts when we set off
along the main road from Wezembeek to the woods. We wore the
Jewish star on our capes.”

Bernhard Ehrenreich - a friend for life

Adi Bader and Bernhard Ehrenreich were connected by a lifelong friend-
ship. They were both born in Cologne in 1931 and met in the Griechen-
marktviertel, where many Jewish emigrants from Eastern Europe had
established themselves. This was also the case with Rosa Rachel
Ehrenreich, who came from Poland with her husband Abraham Gold-
berg in the early 1920s. After his death, she married Jakob Samuel.
During 1938, the family of three attempted unsuccessfully to flee to
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Belgium. In their desperate situation, the parents decided to place
Bernhard in a Jewish children’s home and to take the risk of escaping
separately. They were successful: in autumn 1938 they reached Belgium
and, with the support of the Comité d‘Assistance aux Enfants Juifs Réfu-
giés in Brussels, obtained a legal reunification with their son Bernhard.

The family was given accommodation in Anderlecht. However, their
hopes for a new start were not fulfilled. As a result of the German occupa-
tion of Belgium in May 1940, Jakob Samuel was interned. His odyssey
took him to the camps of Saint Cyprien, Gurs, Drancy, Auschwitz and
Buchenwald. Yet he survived and returned in 1946. The situation was
different for Rosa Rachel Ehrenreich: on 26 September 1942, she was
deported with the Xl transport from Mechelen to Auschwitz. Only 31
of the 1,772 deportees survived.

Before being arrested, she arranged for Bernhard to be admitted to
the home for ,single children” in Wezembeek-Oppem — a life-saving
decision for her son. There he was reunited with Adi Bader, his child-
hood playmate. Despite the dangerous situation, the children’s every-
day life in Wezembeek continued as normal. Bernhard’s eleventh
birthday on 9 December 1942 fell on the Hanukkah festival of lights.
He was given the honour of singing the traditional song Maoz Tzur in
front of all the children.

A few months later, the Jewish Defence Committee (CDJ) brought the
children from the Wezembeek home to safety. From May 1943, Bern-
hard was hidden in a Christian boarding school, the Chateau du Faing,
near the village of Jamoigne-sur-Semois. The liberation at the end
of 1944 caused conflicting feelings in him. One by one, relatives and
friends who survived fetched their children to join them, yet he was
left behind. He decided to make Aliyah, to immigrate to the country of
Israel. He met his friend Adi Bader again on the passenger ship Cairo
on the way from Marseille to Haifa. On 22 June 1946, they went ashore
and were taken into the Shefajim Kibbutz 15km south of Tel Aviv.

Ten years later, Adi Bader and Bernhard Ehrenreich visited the places
of their childhood in Europe. There their paths in life separated. Adi
Bader decided to stay in Cologne, while Bernhard Ehrenreich returned

to Israel. He started a family and emigrated to the USA in 1961.

Bernhard Ehrenreich died on 15 September 1992. AS

Joseph Birenbaum
On 30 July 1930, Simon Birenbaum and Salka Birenbaum, née Fleszer,

were married in a registry office at Cologne’s City Hall. One of the
marriage witnesses was Aron Jachimowicz, a friend of the family, and
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neighbour at 44 Thirmchenswall. A few years earlier Simon and Salka
had immigrated from Poland. The shoemaker Simon Birenbaum ran a
workshop selling shoes and accessories at 30 Kleiner Griechenmarkt.
Their residential accommodation was in the adjacent building. Salka
Birenbaum gave birth to her children Jenny (born 1929), Esther (born
1931) and Joseph (born 1932) in the Israelitisches Asyl (Jewish Asylum
[Hospital]) in Cologne-Ehrenfeld. With the birth of Herschel in 1936,
the family was complete.

After the National Socialists seized power, the Birenbaum family
was subjected to exclusion and violence. On 28 October 1938, Simon
Birenbaum was expelled from Germany as part of the so-called Polen-
aktion (the forced expulsion of Jews who were Polish citizens) and
deported to the Polish border. During the November pogrom of 1938,
his shop premises were plundered, and the furnishings wrecked.

Salka Birenbaum, now a single mother, decided to initiate the escape
of her three older children —she only kept two-year-old Herschel with
her. In December 1938 Jenny and Esther were able to leave for Bel-
gium with the help of an acquaintance. Joseph was registered with the
Comité dAssistance aux Enfants Juifs Réfugiés (Assistance Committee
to Jewish Refugee Children, CAEJR) in Brussels for the Kindertransport.
On 9 March 1939, his mother Salka received the reassuring news that
“all the children of this particularly large transport [136 children] have
arrived safely and in good spirits in Brussels”. Joseph was well recei-
ved: he was taken in by the Lemarchand family, with whom his two
sisters Jenny and Esther were already staying.

With the German invasion of Belgium, the situation changed signi-
ficantly for the siblings. In 1942, the Lemarchand family decided to
place Joseph in the orphanage Orphelinat Israelite de Bruxelles. He
was thus separated from his sisters, who were able to remain with the
family for a while.

“On May 15, 1942, | arrived at the Jewish ultra-religious orphanage.
This had room for about 19 children. The orphanage was managed by
Mr Tiefenbrunner. He was a very strong personality. For us he was
more of a father than a director and he managed this small world
clearly, firmly and above all with great humanity. Everyone liked and
respected him.”

In late summer 1944 the situation for the children at the orphanage
became more difficult. There were increasing numbers of raids. The
community of children was distributed in small groups to Catholic
institutions.

The Jesuit Pére Maurice Robinet hid Joseph Birenbaum and several

other children in the parish hall of his monastery. There they experi-
enced the liberation of Brussels on 3 September 1944. Finally, they
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could return to their orphanage. All the children were impatiently wai-
ting there for signs of life from their relatives. After many weeks Jo-
seph learned that his sisters were alive: Jenny had survived the depor-
tation to Auschwitz-Birkenau, Esther had been able to go into hidingin
Belgium. However, the three would never see their parents or their
little brother again. Any traces of Simon, Salka and Herschel Birenbaum
were lost in the ghetto of Stanistawow. A franked postage stamp and a
fragment of their father’s signature was their only souvenir, because
Joseph’s sister had to burn photos and letters for fear of the raids.

A television program in the Radio Télévision Belge Francophone (RTBF)
in February 1997, which focused on the story of the Enfants Cachés
(Hidden Children), inspired Joseph Birenbaum to search for the traces
of his murdered parents. A few years later he published his life story
Les chainons manquants (The missing links).

In spring 2018, something completely unexpected happened: Joseph
Birenbaum received a longed-for message from the United States: the
descendants of Aron Jachimowicz, his parents’ best man at Cologne
City Hall, mailed family photos, one of them depicting Joseph Biren-
baum in 1938 in the Cologne Volksgarten, a public park, with his three
siblings, mother Salka and father Simon Birenbaum. Joseph Biren-
baum now lives in Brussels. AS

Jonas and Ruth Tiefenbrunner

Jonas Tiefenbrunner (1914-1962), a native of Wiesbaden, and his wife
Ruth (1911-?), née Feldheim, provided a new home in Belgium for
many Kindertransport children from Germany.

Jonas Tiefenbrunner grew up in Wiesbaden with eight siblings in a
Jewish family originally from Poland. He became active in the Jewish
orthodox “Jugendbund” (Youth Federation) Esra at an early age. Little
is known about his life in Germany.

In 1938 in Frankfurt, he met Ruth Feldheim, who came from Fulda.
The following July, he emigrated to Belgium for the first time from
Cologne, where he had been living at that time. After one month he
had to leave the country again, as he only had a limited residence
permit. At the end of October 1938, his father and brother Moritz
were deported during the so-called Polenaktion (the forced expulsion
of Jews who were Polish citizens). His mother and three siblings left
for Poland in August 1939. All but Moritz were murdered.

Jonas Tiefenbrunner escaped to Belgium after the November pogrom

in December 1938. Since July 1938, Ruth Feldheim had also been
living there and worked as a cook at the Antwerp Joods Weeshuis
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(Jewish Orphanage of Antwerp). Previously, she had been employed
for a year at the Jewish Orphanage in Dinslaken. The couple married
in May 1940. Two daughters, Jeannette and Judith, were born in
December 1942 and May 1945.

From June 1939 Jonas Tiefenbrunner ran the children’s home Villa
Jeanette in Heide, founded by the Comité d’Assistance aux Enfants
Juifs Réfugiés (Assistance Committee to Jewish Refugee Children, CAEJR)
for Jewish orthodox boys. The children’s home was exclusively for Kin-
dertransport children. After the closure of the home as a result of the
German invasion in May 1940, he succeeded in placing the children in
a house at 64 Generaal-Drubbel Straat in Berchem, a district of Ant-
werp, by the end of June 1940. The home was financially supported
by donations.

In May 1941, Jonas Tiefenbrunner contacted the CAEJR board mem-
bers living in New York. He asked them to try to get the 22 Kinder-
transport children living with him into the USA. He and his wife wan-
ted to accompany the children. The USA’s entry into the war in
December 1941 ruined their hopes of leaving the country.

InJune 1941, the orphanage was located at 5 Rue de la Consolation in
Schaerbeek, and in September 1941 it moved to 34 Rue des Patriotes
in Brussels. From the end of 1941, it was under the administration of
the AJB, the compulsory Jewish association in Belgium, and was thus
controlled by the Germans.

Shortly before the liberation of Belgium in the summer of 1944, the
Tiefenbrunners were informed that the children were to be deported.
With the help of the Belgian resistance, they managed to get the chil-
dren and themselves to safety.

After the end of the war, Jonas and Ruth Tiefenbrunner remained in
Belgium and ran a home for Jewish orphans in Mariaburg. AP

Kurt Korona

Kurt Korona was nine years old when he came to the Israelitisches
Waisenhaus Dinslaken (Dinslaken Jewish Orphanage) in September
1933. Before he lived with his parents and siblings Ruth, Leo and
Alfred in Halberstadt, where his father, Felix Korona, supported his
family by working as a tailor. After he died in 1932 at the age of thirty-
four, his wife Sofie was unable to provide for all the children and sent
her eldest son to the orphanage.

Kurt experienced the morning of the pogrom, 10 November 1938, in
Dinslaken. A few days later he escaped to Cologne with the other children.
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On 20 December 1938 Kurt Korona travelled to Belgium with the Kin-
dertransport from the Dinslaken Orphanage. For the next two months
he lived in the Villa Johanna in the seaside resort of Middelkerke near
Ostend.

Kurt remained in Middelkerke until 20 February 1939, when he was
accommodated in the Herbert Speyer home in Anderlecht. He did not
live there for long. It was already in June 1939 that he moved to the
Villa Jeanette which was run by Jonas Tiefenbrunner. Kurt stayed there
until the German invasion in May 1940.

In July 1940, Jonas Tiefenbrunner and his pupils moved into a former
old people’s home belonging to the Jewish community of Antwerp in
Berchem. Kurt lived here until February 1941. He stayed with the
Tiefenbrunners, too, when the home was moved for a short time to
Schaerbeek, and in October 1941 to 34 Rue des Patriotes in Brussels.
Kurt was particularly close to Ruth Tiefenbrunner (née Feldheim),
whom he knew from Dinslaken.

In 1942 Kurt Korona left the orphanage in the Rue des Patriotes, as, at
the age of 17, he had exceeded the age limit. He then lived again in
Schaerbeek and earned his living working with furs.

In July 1942 he received a so-called Arbeitseinsatzbefehl (work sum-
mons) from the German military administration. The recipients of
such a summons were told to follow it “unconditionally”, otherwise
they would be arrested and transferred to a German concentration
camp and their property confiscated. They were also ordered to bring
their identity card, other important papers, food and work clothes.

Kurt Korona followed the order and reported to the Kazerne Dossin
(Dossin Barracks) in Mechelen. Here he met Josef Axel-Thaler and
Gertrud Babette Frankel, who had had lived with him in Dinslaken. On
4 August 1942, they were deported to Auschwitz on the first train
from Mechelen. Kurt received the personal number 46. There were no
more signs of life from the three of them after the train arrived.

Kurt’s siblings Leo and Ruth Korona survived the Shoah, but his mo-
ther Sofie and his youngest brother Alfred were deported to the War-
saw Ghetto in April 1942. AP

Villa Jeanette in Heide

Villa Jeanette, located in the small village of Heide near Antwerp, was
a Jewish orthodox children’s home. Only Jewish boys who had
reached Belgium with a Kindertransport organised by the Comité
dAssistance aux Enfants Juifs Réfugiés (Assistance Committee for
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Jewish Refugee Children, CAEJR) or the Committee Voor het Joodsche
Kind van Duitschland (For the Jewish Child from Germany) in Antwerp
were admitted. The home existed from June 1939 until its dissolution
in May 1940 and was financed by the CAEJR. Jonas Tiefenbrunner
became its director.

Heide was a popular holiday resort for Jewish families from Antwerp.
Often involved in the diamond trade, these people built holiday homes
there or lived in one of the numerous guest houses, often run by Jews.
A yeshiva (religious school) had existed in Heide since 1929, and a
synagogue was built in the same year. When the Villa Jeanette first
opened at the beginning of June 1939, the CAEJR could welcome 21
boys to the home in Thillostraat. Seven of them arrived in Belgium
with the Kindertransport from the Dinslaken Orphanage.

Their daily routine started at 7 a.m. with gymnastics. During the in-
house lessons, subjects such as French, English, Mathematics, History,
Geography and Hebrew were taught as part of the curriculum. The
boys also did housework, gardening and stable work. The afternoons
were reserved for homework.

Jonas Tiefenbrunner took care of all the children’s needs, which ran-
ged from the purchase of a pair of glasses to corresponding with the
authorities. He often asked the committee for clothing and linen. At
the end of July 1939, the committee gave the boys a chess set and a
football, and their thank-you letter followed immediately.

In his annual report for the year 1939, Jonas Tiefenbrunner wrote how
well the boys got on with each other. He also mentioned that contact
was maintained with the boys who had already left the home and
emphasised the home’s good relations with the village community.

Normally, there were 18 boys in the home and the committee was
kept constantly informed about their well-being. The boys celebrated
their first Hanukkah festival in Belgium in the hall of a guest house in
Heide, where they also performed a play about their new home.

After the invasion of the German Wehrmacht (Armed Forces) on 10
May 1940, Jonas Tiefenbrunner was arrested as an “undesirable
alien” and the boys fled to stay with friends or relatives. After only
a few days, however, the Belgian authorities released the stateless
teacher. As soon as was possible he started to search for the where-
abouts of the boys.

By the end of June 1940, he had successfully accommodated most of

the residents of the Villa Jeanette in a former Jewish retirement home
at 64 Generaal Drubbel Straat in Antwerp. AP
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Hilde Krzepicki

Samuel and Luba Krzepicki, née Majorzyk, originally from Poland, lived
in (Duisburg-) Hamborn since 1920. Hilde, their only child, was born
there on 21 May 1928. Samuel Krzepicki was a labourer, who later
earned his living as a pedlar for his small family. Hilde Krzepicki was
nine years old when she arrived in Brussels on 22 February 1939 as
Kindertransport child no. 422, where a relative of her mother’s lived,
Mr. Majorczyk, who was a tailor by profession. He agreed to take little
Hilde into his family and to provide financially for her.

In September 1939, the Comité dAssistance aux Enfants Juifs Réfugiés
(Assistance Committee for Jewish Refugee Children, CAEJR) received a
letter from Mr. Majorczyk. In this letter he wrote about falling ill and
having to have an operation. He was therefore no longer in a position
to provide for his niece on his own. The committee replied that all its
financial means had been exhausted and that it was impossible for
them to help the family. Hilde Krzepicki then decided to take an unusu-
al step. She wrote a letter to the committee in which she described
how she and the Majorczyk family were suffering from hunger.

The letter was successful: from now on, the family received a monthly
financial subsidy from the CAEJR. When Hilde’s parents in Hamborn
heard about the precarious situation of the Majorczyk family and their
daughter, they contacted the Youth Welfare Office of the Jewish Com-
munity of Duisburg. This in turn contacted the CAEJR and asked for
information. The committee assured the Jewish Community of Duis-
burg that it had made a great effort to ensure the welfare of the child
and had granted a financial subsidy. Hilde was healthy, in good hands
with her relatives and feeling happy.

However, the financial situation of the Majorczyk family remained
precarious. The committee therefore tried to find a way out of the si-
tuation and wanted to arrange a passage to Palestine for Hilde. Hilde’s
parents, however, rejected this in a letter dated 6 May 1940, because
they were still hoping to emigrate to the United States with their
daughter. Four days later the German troops marched into Belgium. In
December 1940 Hilde returned to her parents in Hamborn.

Samuel, Luba and Hilde Krzepicki were deported to the Riga ghetto on
11 December 1941 with a collective transport from the administrative
district of Dusseldorf. While Samuel Krzepicki had presumably already
died in the ghetto, Luba and Hilde Krzepicki reached the Stutthof con-
centration camp near Danzig on 8 August 1944, after the SS had “eva-
cuated” the ghetto. Any traces of them were lost there. AP

30



Hans Rosenblatt/Henri Roanne-Rosenblatt

Hans Rosenblatt was born on 16 April 1932 in Vienna; he was not yet
six years old when, on 13 March 1938, he experienced first-hand the
Anschluss, Austria’s annexation to the National Socialist German
Reich.

Hans’ father, Adolf Rosenblatt, was born on 17 October 1910 in Trybu-
chowicie, Poland. He worked in Vienna in the shop run by his father,
Wolf Rosenblatt. His mother, Lea Rosenblatt (née Ginsberg), born on 8
February 1913 in Jezierzany, Poland, felt attracted to the Jewish labour
movement and to Zionism. Hoping to protect her from the growing
antisemitism in Poland, her parents sent her to Vienna in 1930.

There she married her distant cousin Adolf Rosenblatt in 1931 in an
arranged marriage. In 1938 they lived at 3 Spitzackergasse in the 17th
district. Shortly after the Anschluss, the Gestapo arrested Hans’ father.
On 31 May 1938 he was interned in the Dachau concentration camp
and taken to Buchenwald on 22 September 1938.

Lea Rosenblatt tried to obtain foreign visas but received only one for
her husband. After his release from the camp on 21 April 1939 (at that
time it was still possible to be released from the camp under certain
circumstances), Adolf immediately emigrated to England. There he
joined the British army, which gave him a new identity, Ardy Ruther-
ford. After the war he started a new family.

Kindertransport

Following Adolf’s arrest, Lea Rosenblatt, alone and destitute, decided
to entrust her only child to a Kindertransport to Belgium. On 6 March
1939 Hans left Vienna in Train no. 146, wearing the number 113, as he
later learned from documents. One day later he arrived in Herbesthal
at 5.50 pm along with 136 other children. In Brussels, Hans was taken
in by the Jewish couple David and Hanna Dorn, née Birnbaum, as ar-
ranged by his uncle, Samuel Rosenblatt.

The German occupation and the raids

In May 1940, the Wehrmacht (German Armed Forces) invaded Belgi-
um. Life became more and more difficult. On 3 September 1942, the
Dorn family escaped the first major raid in Brussels with Hans: their
slightly set-back house was miraculously overlooked by the Germans.
Then they had to leave their home and go into hiding.

The hiding place and the change of identity

For two years a Catholic neighbour, Marthe van Doren, hid Hans in her
laundry room. She provided him with a fake meal card in the name of
Henri Roanne, an identity he later retained as a pseudonym. Martha
brought books from the municipal library to entertain him. Henri
educated himself by reading books by many different authors and
many adult books. After the liberation, he returned to the Dorn family.
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When he went back to school, he was able to skip several classes
because he had acquired a lot of knowledge.

Reunion with his mother

Lea Rosenblatt went illegally from Austria to Italy and then to France
in 1939 where she was arrested because she was considered a Ger-
man spy. After the invasion of France, she hid in Cahors until the end
of the war. She did not see her son again until 1945, after six years of
separation. He refused to live with her again, but they remained in
contact until her death.

Professional and private life after the war

Henri Roanne-Rosenblatt (as he would later call himself) married
three times, had three children, five grandchildren and three gre-
at-grandchildren. He became extremely successful in his professional
career as a journalist and producer at the Radio Télévision Belge Fran-
cophone (Radio Television Frankophone Belgium, RTBF), board mem-
ber of the Royal Belgian Film Library, film critic, film director (“China
1971”, “Moi Tintin” [Me Tintin]) and writer (“La vie cachée de Tintin”
[The hidden life of Tintin], “Le cinéma de Sall Binbaum” [The cinema
of Sall Binbaum]). Henri Roanne-Rosenblatt, now 87 years old, still
lives in Brussels with his wife Gladys Bazin from Haiti. cm

“Reading was my chance to become integrated
and to develop”

After a very active life, both professionally and privately, Henri Roan-
ne-Rosenblatt started to deal with his life story. He reflects on his sur-
vival as a child and how this experience shaped his later life.

The Kindertransport

Henri Roanne-Rosenblatt remembers his trip from Vienna to Brussels
in March 1939 75 years later:

“The train journey from Vienna to Brussels took place in an endless
black tunnel. Blinding flashes of light broke the darkness as they pas-
sed unknown stations where the Kindertransport was slowed down or
stopped. The night emphasised the disturbing nature of the noises:
loudspeakers that spit out the name of the place or signal the passage
of a convoy of “outcasts”, the whispering of the locomotives being sup-
plied with water, railway men hammering the rails. Children were
squeezed onto the wooden benches of third-class carriages — some
were dizzy, others cried all the time, others called for their mother
or father. The nurses tried to calm them down. At dawn the train stop-
ped for a longer time, the last stop before the Belgian border. Voices
shouted: “Kontrollpapier”. Police officers or Gestapo civilians wearing
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swastika bracelets stared at these children as if they were criminals on
the run. When in doubt, they barked, “Dein Name?” (Your name?)”
(Henri Roanne-Rosenblatt, “Le cinéma de Saul Birnbaum”, Chapter 7, p. 33 ff,,
16 March 2013, Genese Editions)

The Brussels Raids

While Hans lived in Brussels with a Belgian Jewish foster family, he
experienced the first big raid in September 1942 with them:

“We lived in an area of Anderlecht, where many Jewish families lived
at that time. A big raid took place. The Germans systematically arres-
ted all the Jews they could find in the Rue Brogniez. However, despite
their efforts to be systematic, they left out a small square set back
from the street where two or three Jewish families were living. From
the apartment we heard everything: the screaming, the barking of the
dogs, the crying of babies....”

(Interview with Henri Roanne-Rosenblatt, 14 March 2007, p. 8)

The Hiding Place in the Rue Saxe Cobourg, Saint-Josse-Ten-Noode

The Hiding Place in the Rue Saxe Cobourg,
Saint-Josse-Ten-Noode

After the raids in 1942, the boy, still named Hans, moved to Marthe
van Doren’s home. She hid him for two years in the back rooms of her
laundry and took care of his education:

“She was quite simply a courageous woman who had neither studied
nor learned to read and write. | was given an extraordinary opportuni-
ty because this woman went to a public library to get me books. Since
she wasn’t very educated, she brought me many different books, ran-
domly selected and generally intended for adults. Because of this | le-
arned so very many things in a very heterogeneous and chaotic way.”
(Interview with Henri Roanne-Rosenblatt, 14 March 2007, p. 10)

After the Liberation: Reflection — Looking back on a Life

The education that Henri Roanne-Rosenblatt received while in hiding
was the basis for his later career as a journalist:

“Reading gave me the opportunity to become integrated and to deve-
lop. It certainly helped me to find a vision or at least an access to the
world that | would not have had in such an environment and with all
that was going on — and that is perhaps the irony of things.... Nothing
would have come of this if reading hadn’t been my only hobby.”
(Interview with Henri Roanne-Rosenblatt, 14 March 2007, p. 25)
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Escape of Jewish children from Austria
after the Anschluss

More than 200 children able to escape to Belgium with the Kinder-
transports came from Austria. Among them were Henri Roanne, Fritz
Feiler and the siblings Henriette and Erich Derschowitz, whose fate is
presented in this exhibition.

The Anschluss

When Austria was incorporated into the German Reich on 12 March
1938, the Israelitische Kultusgemeinde Wien (Jewish Community Vienna,
IKG) was the third largest Jewish community in Europe with over
175,000 members. While considerable sections of the Austrian popu-
lation were positive about the Anschluss, the consequences for the
Jewish population were appalling. From then on, people’s lives were
marked by violence, disenfranchisement and expropriation.

As early as 18 March 1938, the Gestapo occupied the /KG building,
searched the offices and arrested leading members of the community.
Six weeks later, Adolf Eichmann, one of the major organisers of the
Holocaust, who was head of Division 1I-112 in the Austrian section of
the paramilitary Nazi organisation SS, decreed the reopening of the
IKG. From then on, this was no longer the independent representation
of the Jewish community, but an executive organ of the National Soci-
alist authorities. With the establishment of the Zentralstelle fiir jiidi-
sche Auswanderung (Central Agency for Jewish Emigration) in August
1938, Eichmann imposed a far-reaching change of function: if religi-
ous, social and cultural tasks had been the central focus before the
ban, the /IKG would now become an institution for organising emigra-
tion and welfare. Within a very short time, tens of thousands of peop-
le turned to the /KG and asked for help with their emigration.

The Department of Child Emigration

Due to the great difficulties in organising the emigration of entire fa-
milies, the IKG established the Abteilung Kinderauswanderung (Child-
ren’s Emigration Department) within the Youth Welfare Department.
Rosa Rachel Schwarz, head of the Youth Welfare Department until she
escaped to Palestine in March 1940, had a list of children drawn up for
whom parents had requested departure, during the first weeks of the
IKG’s reopening. About 10,000 applications were received within a
short period of time. After the November pogrom of 1938, Rosa
Rachel Schwarz and the Children’s Emigration Department faced the
immense logistical challenge of organising emigration to countries
that were now prepared to accept unaccompanied children.

“We were commissioned to get the first children’s train ready. This was

an organisational task at which we worked for days and nights without
interruption and that needed to be worked out in every detail. We tested
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the children, they were examined by a doctor, passports were obtained,
luggage was specified and checked. It was an indescribable amount of
meticulous work, but this was necessary, so that on 10 December
1938, about 700 children, one third of whom were “non-Aryans” and
had been selected by the Society of Friends, were able to leave.”

The work of Rosa Rachel Schwarz (1888-1978) and her colleagues Lily
Reichenfeld (1893-1944 Auschwitz) and Franziska Loéw (1916-1997),
enabled altogether 2,844 Jewish children to escape persecution with
43 Kindertransports. AS

Fritz Feiler

Fritz Feiler grew up in Leopoldstadt, the 2nd district of Vienna which
was the Jewish neighbourhood of the city. He was the only child of his
parents Naftali and Ruchla Feiler. The family probably lived in very mo-
dest circumstances. The Vienna Address Book of 1938 registered the
profession of the father as “pedlar”.

Thanks to the joint efforts of the committee Voor Het Joodsche Kind
van Duitschland (For the Jewish Child from Germany) in Antwerp, the
Israelitische Kultusgemeinde Wien (Jewish Community of Vienna) and
the Reichsvertretung der Juden in Deutschland (Reich Representation
of the Jews in Germany), a group of Viennese children, including fi-
ve-year-old Fritz Feiler, was able to enter Belgium via Cologne on 23
February 1939.

Naftali Feiler’s brother, Jacob Leon Feiler, lived in Antwerp. He earned
his living as a diamond cutter and lived with his wife Eidel and their
daughter Cecilie in 206 Provinciestraat, in the middle of the Jewish
quarter of the city. The most famous kosher bakery in Belgium, Klein-
blatt, is still located at this address. Eidel Feiler was related to the
Kleinblatts.

At first, Fritz was accommodated in 45 Avenue Margrave in Antwerp.
The building was a former diamond cutting shop and was given to the
committee in Antwerp by Isidor Lipschutz as the first place to stay for
German Kindertransport children. Immediately after the November
pogrom in Germany, the diamond trader committed himself to bring
German children to safety in Belgium. Not long after this, Fritz Feiler
moved in with his uncle Jacob Feiler’s family in 206 Provinciestraat.

In August 1942, there were three raids which terrified the Jews living

in Antwerp. Many families, who were often separated from each
other, tried to go into hiding, the Feilers probably among them.
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Fritz Feiler’s arrival at the Antwerp Joods Weeshuis (Jewish Orphanage
of Antwerp) in the Lange Leemstraat is documented for 7 September
1942. The orphanage was under the control of the compulsory Jewish
organisation Association des Juifs en Belgique (Association of Jews in
Belgium, AJB).

Only four days later, on the Jewish New Year, the Germans again star-
ted arresting foreign Jews in Antwerp. This raid was not limited to pri-
vate households as before but was also extended to AJB institutions.

After the war, Rosi Rothschild, then head of the orphanage, could re-
collect the names of 23 children aged between three and eleven who
were arrested by the Germans during the raid at the orphanage. One
of these children was Fritz Feiler. 20 of them were registered by the
Kazerne Dossin (Dossin Barracks) on 9 October 1942 for the thirteenth
transport to Auschwitz, Fritz receiving the number 667. The train left
Mechelen on 10 October 1942 and reached its destination two days
later. Due to his age, the nine-year-old Fritz was presumably murdered
immediately in the gas chamber.

By this time, his parents were no longer alive. On 23 November 1941,
the Germans had deported Naftali and Ruchla Feiler from Vienna to
Kovno, where they were murdered on 29 November 1941. AP

The Committee Voor Het Joodsche Kind
van Duitschland in Antwerp

The Antwerp organisation Voor Het Joodsche Kind van Duitschland
(For the Jewish Child from Germany) was established in November
1938. As the Brussels-based Comité dAssistance aux Enfants Juifs
Réfugiés (Assistance Committee to Jewish Refugee Children, CAEJR), it
was derived from an already-existing aid organisation: Oeuvre du
Grand Air et de la Protection de I'Enfance (Work of the Open Air and
the Protection of Childhood). This organisation in turn reported to the
Centrale, the umbrella organisation for Jewish aid organisations in
Antwerp. The Antwerp Joods Weeshuis (Jewish Orphanage of Antwerp)
and the Villa Altol, a holiday facility for Jewish children, were also part
of the Centrale umbrella organisation.

David Siwa was appointed head of the committee Voor Het Joodsche
Kind van Duitschland, his deputy being Jenny Fink who was originally
from Germany. They were supported by volunteers. The organisation
had its headquarters in 155 Lange Leemstraat, in the premises of the
Centrale.
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Just like the Brussels CAEJR, the Antwerp organisation arranged im-
migration to Belgium and accommodation for Jewish children, but
only in the Antwerp area.

The first Kindertransport arrived in Antwerp on 24 November 1938.
The children were collected in Brussels by helpers from Antwerp and
then brought to the city. There they were welcomed by Jenny Fink and
brought to 45 Avenue Margrave or entrusted to their foster families.

In December 1938, the Antwerp committee published an appeal to
the Jewish population in Antwerp in the magazine La Centrale, the
organ of its umbrella organisation. The organisers of the Kindertrans-
port from Germany urgently appealed to the “Jews of Antwerp” for
support. They informed the readers that one Kindertransport had al-
ready arrived and that more were about to set off. In this way foster
parents for the children were sought, or at least people who were
prepared to pay for a child’s stay. The Antwerp Jewish Orphanage at
133 Lange Leemstraat also agreed to provide placements for two
boys.

In total, the Antwerp committee organised seven Kindertransports
from Germany and annexated Austria, the same number of Kinder-
transports as was organised by the CAEJR in Brussels.

After the German invasion on 10 May 1940, the existing aid organisa-
tions for German refugees were also wound up in Antwerp. Some
members of the committee were able to leave Belgium or survived in
hiding. Others became victims of the Holocaust. One member, Dr. Anne
Rosenzweig, became very active in the Comité de Défense des Juifs
(Jewish Defense Committee, CDJ) during the German occupation. AP

Jenny Fink

In her function as Vice President of the Antwerp Committee Voor Het
Joodsche Kind van Duitschland (For the Jewish Child from Germany),
Jenny Fink made it possible for numerous Jewish children from Ger-
many to enter Belgium.

Jenny Sender, born 1886 in Biebrich near Wiesbaden, was the daugh-
ter of the merchant Moritz (Moses) Sender and his wife Marie née
DreifuR. Jenny grew up with her siblings Benno, Tony and Rachel, in a
religious household. Her sister Tony Sender, who was later a member
of the Reichstag (the German parliament), reported in her memaoirs in
1939 that the Sender family children were expected to be “absolutely
submissive and disciplined”.
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In 1913, Jenny Sender married David Fink, a diamond merchant born
in Hamburg and living in London. The Fink couple initially lived in London
and had two daughters and one son. In 1920, David Fink moved to
Belgium for professional reasons and his family relocated to Antwerp.

There Jenny Fink volunteered in the Centrale, the umbrella organisa-
tion of Jewish welfare institutions in Antwerp. One of her tasks, for
example, was to enable children from poor families to go on holiday
and relax. In November 1938, the committee Voor Het Joodsche Kind
van Duitschland was founded in Antwerp under the umbrella of the
Centrale. It was chaired by Daniel Siwa and its vice-president was
Jenny Fink. The committee, working together with the Comité d’Assis-
tance aux Enfants Juifs Réfugiés (Assistance Committee to Jewish Refu-
gee Children, CAEJR) in Brussels, had the task of organising Kinder-
transports from Germany. Among the Antwerp founding members
were the educator Rosi Rothschild and the lawyer Dr. Anne Rosen-
zweig, both recent German-Jewish refugees.

Jenny Fink’s copious correspondence with various institutions and or-
ganisations are a testimony to her multifaceted commitment for the
Kindertransports. She also took care of the children’s onward journey
to other host countries such as Palestine or Great Britain.

As vice-president, she worked in close cooperation with Isidore Lip-
schutz, an important donor from Antwerp. At the end of 1938, this
diamond trader put his former factory building at 45 Avenue Margra-
ve at the disposal of the committee as a first place for children and
young people to stay when arriving from Germany.

In December 1941, the Fink family, whose members were all British
citizens, managed to leave Belgium and they later lived in New York.
Jenny Fink died in 1984. AP

Inge and Heinz Bernhard

The siblings Inge and Heinz Bernhard grew up in sheltered middle-
class conditions in Dinslaken. Their parents, Siegfried and Anna Bern-
hard, ran a long-established and well-known department store in the
city centre of Dinslaken.

The siblings experienced the pogrom of 10 November 1938 in Dinsla-
ken. By that time Inge was ten and Heinz seventeen years old. Their
father, chairman of the Dinslaken synagogue community, was arrested
early in the morning and taken to the local district court’s prison.
According to later reports, Inge would afterwards hide fearfully for
hours in the cellar of her parents’ shop premises. On 16 November,
Siegfried Bernhard and other Jewish men from Dinslaken were taken
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to the Dachau concentration camp. On 29 November he was released
because his presence was required to support “Aryanization negotia-
tions” regarding not only his own but also other Jewish-owned busi-
nesses, residential and commercial buildings.

Inge and Heinz Bernhard were registered by the Comité dAssistance
aux Enfants Juifs Refugiés (Assistance Committee for Jewish Refugee
Children, CAEJR) as Kindertransport children Nos. 306 and 307 and
reached the Belgian capital on 31 January 1939. Although 17-year-old
Heinz had exceeded the age limit for the Kindertransport, an excepti-
on was made for him.

Inge spent several months living with René Beyersdorf’s family before
moving to the Général Bernheim home in Zuen near Brussels in Sep-
tember 1939. Heinz initially stayed with Erich Korytowski, who ran a
home for refugee boys in Schaerbeek supported by the CAEJR.

After ten months, at the end of November 1939, he moved to the
Ixelles district of Brussels. There he lived with a few other Jewish refu-
gees from Germany and Austria in 6 Rue Vautier. Around this time, he
was offered a workplace with a diamond dealer in Antwerp. However,
the authority concerned refused to allow him to move to Antwerp in
February 1940.

After the German invasion on 10 May 1940, Heinz Bernhard was in-
terned as an “undesirable alien” in the St. Cyprien camp in southern
France. In October 1940 he was transferred to the Gurs camp from
where he managed to escape to Switzerland in September 1942.
However, there he was also interned, until the end of August 1945.

Inge Bernhard was one of the children from the Général Bernheim and
Herbert Speyer homes who escaped from the Germans to France in
May 1940. After a stay of more than one year in the village of Seyre in
southern France, the children reached the Chateau de la Hille in the
summer of 1941.

On the night of December 10-11, 1943, Inge Bernhard, who was fifteen
by that time, along with Toni Rosenblatt, and led by the kindergarten
teacher Gret Tobler, dared to escape to Switzerland. First of all, the three
of them went to Carcassonne. From there they reached the St. Cergues
children’s home on the Swiss border. A first escape attempt over the
border failed, but the second one ended with a successful arrival in
Switzerland. Here the Bernhard siblings met again after almost four
years of separation. After 1945 they both emigrated to Palestine.

Siegfried and Anna Bernhard moved from Dinslaken to Cologne in
May 1939. From there they were deported to the “Altersghetto” (“Reti-
rement Ghetto”) Theresienstadt in June 1943. In 1944 they were sent
from there to Auschwitz and murdered. AP
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Villa Johanna and the Herbert Speyer
and Général Bernheim Homes

For many children from Germany rescued with Kindertransports, the
Villa Johanna in Middelkerke and the Herbert Speyer and Général
Bernheim homes in Brussels were the first places at which they arrived.

The holiday colony Villa Johanna in Middelkerke, a holiday resort on
the North Sea, was founded in 1901 on the initiative of Leopold and
Johanna Hirsch from Brussels. Here, children from poor Jewish fami-
lies could spend their holidays. From 20 December 1938 to 20 Febru-
ary 1939, the Comité d’Assistance aux Enfants Juifs réfugiés (Assistan-
ce Committee to Jewish Refugee Children, CAEJR) rented the villa for
Kindertransport children from Germany. Among the first guests were
the children from the Dinslaken Orphanage. After staying in Middel-
kerke for a holiday, the children were then accommodated with relati-
ves or, from February 1939, in the Herbert Speyer or Général Bern-
heim homes, which had been specially set up for Kindertransport
children.

The Herbert Speyer home was located in a building in the Anderlecht
district of Brussels. Only boys were accommodated in the house
which was owned by the organisation Foyer des Orphelins. This home
had been caring for Belgian orphans since the First World War. The
organisation provided the CAEJR not only with the building but also
with staff. The director of the home was Gaspard Dewaay. The child-
ren were not taught in the home but went to the surrounding schools
in Anderlecht.

Herbert Speyer, after whom the home was named, was a well-known
lawyer, a long-standing member of the Foyer des Orphelins and a
founding member of the Comité d’Aide et d’Assistance aux Victimes de
[Antisémitisme en Allemagne (Committee for Aid and Assistance to
the Victims of Antisemitism in Germany, CAAVAA).

The Général Bernheim home was located in Zuen near Brussels. It had
been founded and was maintained by the CAEJR. The director of the
home was Elka Frank. Just like the boys in Anderlecht, the girls in this
home also attended the surrounding schools. Some girls moved from
there to their relatives or found shelter in foster families. For others,
Belgium was a transit country and they soon travelled on. Louis Bern-
heim, after whom the home was named, was a highly decorated com-
mander of the Belgian army during the First World War.

Until May 1940, 87 German and Austrian boys lived in the Speyer
home. 15 of them came to Belgium with the Dinslaken Orphanage
Kindertransport. The Général Bernheim home accommodated about
40 girls.
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After the German invasion, the directors of the orphanages decided to
flee to southern France together with the children. Their flight came
to an end after several days in the small village of Seyre in the Haute-
Garonne. AP

The Comité d’Assistance aux Enfants Juifs
Réfugiés in Brussels

In November 1938, the Comité d’Assistance aux Enfants Juifs Refugiés
(Assistance Committee for Jewish Refugee Children, CAEJR) was foun-
ded in Brussels. The organisation took care of the entry into the coun-
try and the livelihood of the children who reached Belgium with the
Kindertransports. The CAEJR was created from the Comité dAssistan-
ce aux Réfugiés Juifs (Assistance Committee for Jewish Refugees,
CARJ), which had been in existence since 1933. Founded by Max Gott-
schalk and other public figures, the committee supported families and
individuals who had fled from Germany.

The CAEJR was run by volunteer women and first chaired by Renée de
Becker-Remy and later Marguerite Goldschmidt-Brodsky. The office
was located at 2 Rue Joseph Dupont in Brussels. Refugees from Ger-
many, usually women, were also volunteering for this aid work.

The organisation of the Kindertransports proved to be a massive task.
The CAEJR was the first point of contact for the Jewish welfare institu-
tions in the German Reich. They made suggestions to the committee
about which children were to be part of a transport. Parents and com-
munities often also contacted the Brussels address directly.

The Committee then began checking each child, to see whether there
was the possibility of admitting them into Belgium. The Belgian state
only authorised temporary residence. Furthermore, Belgian authori-
ties did not take over any financial burdens as a result of the Kinder-
transports.

Some children had relatives in Belgium who agreed to support them.
If this was not the case, foster parents were sought for the children.
Sometimes members of the CAEJR or their families could personally
take care of the children.

The CAEJR worked closely with the Belgian Red Cross. Staff members
accompanied the children on their journey from Germany to Belgium.
The children’s transfer to other countries took place in close coopera-
tion with the children’s aid organisations there, such as the British
Movement for the Care of Children from Germany.
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The CAEJR also founded homes for the children whose stay in Belgium
was initially not guaranteed either by relatives or by a foster family, as
the Général Bernheim and Herbert Speyer homes.

After the invasion of German troops and the occupation of the coun-
try, the CAEJR was dissolved. Many members of the committee mana-
ged to leave for the United States.

In October 1940 they succeeded in transferring the responsibility for
the approximately 100 children from the two homes who had escaped
to southern France to a Swiss aid organisation. AP

Max Gottschalk

Exceptional energy, skill and foresight characterised this extraordinary
man, who is still virtually unknown in Germany today: Max Gottschalk.
Without him it would probably not have been possible to have had as
many Kindertransports to Belgium.

Max Gottschalk was born in 1889 in Liege, the son of the tanner Sam-
son Gottschalk (1860-1946) and his wife Wilhelmine Gottschalk, née
Moses (1852-1926). His parents were German-Jewish immigrants. His
father came from Geilenkirchen and his mother was the daughter of
the tanner Mose Moses from Dinslaken. After completing his law stu-
dies, Max Gottschalk worked as a lawyer in Brussels and Liege. From
1921, he was responsible for Belgium and Luxembourg at the Interna-
tional Labour Office, an institution of the League of Nations. From
1923, he was a researcher at the Institute for Sociology at the Free
University of Brussels.

Max Gottschalk was a leading figure in numerous national and inter-
national Jewish organisations. In 1933, he became the vice-president
of the Brussels Jewish Community and in this position, founded an aid
committee for Jewish refugees in Germany, the Comité dAide et
d’Assistance aux Victimes de I’Antisémitisme en Allemagne (Committee
for Aid and Assistance for the Victims of Antisemitism in Germany,
CAAVAA). In mid-1938, this organisation was renamed Comité d’Assis-
tance aux Réfugiés Juifs (Assistance Committee for Jewish Refugees,
CARJ). In 1939 and 1940, Gottschalk was the president of the Hebrew
Immigrant Aid Society, HIAS, an international Jewish emigration aid
organisation founded in 1927.

After the November pogroms in 1938, the CARJ founded its own Comité
dAssistance aux Enfants Juifs Réfugiés (Assistance Committee for Jewish
Refugee Children, CAEJR). This committee, together with the Antwerp
Committee Voor Het Joodsche Kind van Duitschland (For the Jewish
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Child from Germany), enabled around 1,000 Jewish children from Ger-
many and Austria to come to Belgium in 1938 and 1939.

After the German invasion of Belgium in 1940, Max Gottschalk esca-
ped to the United States. In New York, he taught at the New School for
Social Research. After the end of the Second World War, Max Gott-
schalk returned to Belgium. From 1956 to 1962, he was the chairman
of the Jewish Community in Belgium. In 1959, he initiated the estab-
lishment of the Martin Buber Institute at the Free University of Brus-
sels. He died in 1976 in Ohain, Walloon Brabant. AP

Henriette and Erich Derschowitz

Henriette (born 1934) and her brother Erich Derschowitz, three years
older, spent the first years of their life with their mother Charlotte
Derschowitz in the 18th district of Wahring in Vienna. After the so-
called Anschluss on 12 March 1938 and the associated antisemitic
violence, Charlotte Derschowitz decided to have her children baptised.
By converting them, she was hoping to improve their living conditions
and their chances of fleeing abroad.

During this period Henriette was admitted to the Kindertibernahme-
stelle (Child Transfer Office, KUSt), 50 Lustkandlgasse in Vienna. The
KUSt served as a central reception and distribution centre for children
and young people who were being transferred to welfare institutions.
When the National Socialists came to power, the KUSt was involved in
the selection and extermination programme against disabled child-
ren, those “who were hard to educate” and other “unwanted” child-
ren and young people. In February 1939, the Israelitische Kultusge-
meinde Wien (Jewish Community of Vienna) succeeded in relocating
Henriette to the Jewish Infants Home at 35 Untere Augartenstrasse.
She was to remain there until her departure with a Kindertransport.

Thanks to the support of the International Centre of the Society of
Friends (Quakers) in Vienna and under the auspices of the Comité des
Avocates de Belgique pour I’Aide aux Enfants réfugiés d'Allemagne
(Belgian Committee of Lawyers for Aiding Refugee Children from Ger-
many) in Brussels — both organisations supporting Christian “non-
Aryan” children — Henriette and her brother Erich managed to leave
for Belgium on 24 June 1939 together with 21 other children. Arthur
and Irma Scauflaire welcomed Henriette in Brussels. They had pre-
viously applied to an advertisement in the newspaper The Vingtieme
Siecle (The Twentieth Century) for taking in a Jewish child from the Ger-
man Reich. After an extensive correspondence with Dr. Marguerite de
Munter-Latinis, President of the Belgian Commitee of Lawyers, they
received permission to take the child in.
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Henriette Derschowitz remained as a foster daughter with the Scauflaires
in Brugelette for 15 years — until her marriage in 1954. Even during the
German occupation she was able to stay with them. With support
from the mayor, who renewed her residence permit every year, as
well as from other neighbours in the know, her identity was kept
secret and she could be protected from arrest and deportation. In
2002, Yad Vashem honoured Arthur Scauflaire and Irma Scauflaire-
Lemaire for this rescue as Righteous Among the Nations.

Erich Derschowitz was separated from his sister from the day of his
arrival in Belgium. At Herbesthal station, nuns from the convent in
Moresnet awaited him and four other young boys. In the Saint
Francois children’s home in Baelen-sur-Vesdre, he was protected from
National Socialist persecution for over five years under the care of the
mother superior, Henriette Krafft (sister Leonarda). After the end of
the war in 1945, the siblings were reunited. Erich was able to live with
his sister Henriette at the Scauflaires’ home.

The siblings did not see their mother Charlotte Derschowitz again. It
seems that she was able to get herself safely via Belgium to London
from where one or two letters reached her children. However, when
the war began in September 1939, her trail was lost. She was probab-
ly one of the victims of the German bombing of Great Britain. AS

The Comité des Avocates

In addition to the Jewish organisations in Brussels and Antwerp, the
Comité des Avocates de Belgique pour I'aide aux enfants réfugiés
d’Allemagne (Belgian Committee of Lawyers for Aiding Refugee Child-
ren from Germany), which was founded on 14 January 1939, played a
significant role in the Kindertransports to Belgium. As well as lobbying,
it mainly focused on enabling the rescue of “non-Aryan” Christian
children from the German Reich.

On 19 December 1938, when the first two Kindertransports had just
arrived in Brussels and Antwerp, the respected lawyer Dr. Marguerite
de Munter-Latinis (1891-1981) from Uccle sent a letter to the Belgian
Minister of Justice, Joseph Pholien.

Dear Minister of Justice, a group of influential lawyers from the Bel-
gian Bar Associations have joined forces to take the initiative in wor-
king to rescue children persecuted by the National Socialist regime in
Germany. They are deeply affected by the plight of these unfortunate
innocent children and have joined together without political or reli-
gious distinction.
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Feeling compelled by the public outcry after German-Jewish children
were being turned away at the Belgian border station in Herbesthal,
Dr. Munter-Latinis announced a few weeks later the creation of the
Comité des Avocates in the press. Under her chairmanship, many in-
fluential people were members of the committee, including former
ministers and the rectors of the universities of Liege, Leuven and
Ghent as well as the Free University of Brussels.

Founded for humanitarian and philanthropic reasons, the committee
endeavoured to provide legal assistance, raised funds for the recepti-
on and accommodation of refugee children, and procured identity
papers and documents. The Committee also pursued its aim of pro-
moting an international solution to the refugee problem.

Dr. Munter-Latinis was also specifically concerned with the departure
of children from the German Reich. In personal negotiations with the
ministries she was able to arrange the admission of a contingent of
30 refugee children. She was focusing on a group of children who had
not been considered by the Jewish aid organisations in Brussels and
Antwerp: “non-Aryan”, Christian children. Some of these were Jewish
children who had been baptized to escape persecution.

On 24 June 1939, 23 children were able to leave the German Reich
with a Kindertransport under the auspices of the Comité des Avocates.
They were between three and sixteen years old and came mainly from
Vienna. In Brussels, they were taken into the care of foster parents
or placed in Catholic and Protestant institutions. On 7 July 1939 there
followed another three children. AS

Bernhard Szleper

Bernhard Szleper, born on 6 June 1930, grew up in Cologne’s Griechen-
markt district, which had been a hub for numerous Jewish families
from Eastern Europe since the beginning of the 20th century. The
merchant Lajb Szleper from Kalisch (Poland) and his wife Mirl Szleper,
née Horowitz, from Husjatyn (Poland, today Ukraine) had also emigra-
ted to Cologne in 1922 and moved into a four-room apartment at 47
Thieboldsgasse.

After the November pogrom and after being thrown out of their
apartment, they decided to flee to Belgium. Their son Bernhard was
able to leave Germany with a Kindertransport organised by the Comité
d’Assistance aux Enfants Juifs Réfugiés (Assistance Committee to Jewish
Refugee Children, CAEJR) in Brussels. On 22 February 1939, he arrived
at Herbesthal railway station together with 111 other Jewish children.
A few weeks later, Lajb and Mirl Szleper also managed to escape to
Belgium. At 362 Chausée d"Anvers in Brussels, the family was reunited
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and tried to find their feet with support from friends. After the Ger-
man occupation of Belgium in May 1940, however, they were again
subjected to persecution.

Because of the ongoing cent jours de la déportation (100 days of de-
portation), which led to the arrests and deportations of numerous
Jewish immigrants between August and October 1942, the Szlepers,
too, went into hiding.

By September 1943 at the latest his parents decided they had to sepa-
rate from their son and placed him in the care of Henry Reynders —
Péere Bruno. The Catholic priest was the head of a rescue network for
Jewish children. For the thirteen-year-old Bernhard Szleper, an incre-
dible odyssey began, which showed not only the immense pressure of
persecution by the German occupiers, but also how deeply rooted
and extensive the rescue resistance was in the Belgian population.

Using the pseudonym Bernard Smets, he initially went into hiding in
church institutions. With the support of the Jeunesse Ouvriére Chré-
tienne (Young Christian Workers) under Father Antoon de Breucker,
the Comité de Défense des Juifs (Jewish Defense Committee, CDJ), the
resistance fighter Gustave Collet and especially Abbé Joseph André
from Namur, Bernhard was hidden in places like the Saint-Joseph
monastery in Aalbeke, the children’s home in Leffe and the boarding
school of the Salesians St. Paul in Melles-lez-Tournai. In ten months,
he had to change hiding places eight times.

In July 1944, he finally found a safe hiding place with Lucien-Fernand
and Maria Timsonet in Sclayn (Namur Province). To explain his presence
and his accent, he was introduced as Bernard de Clercq, a Dutch rela-
tive from Maria Timsonet’s family.

After the end of the war, Bernhard Szleper, as well as other hidden
children, were accommodated in the Home de I’Ange run by the St.
Jean Baptist congregation of Abbé Joseph André. In March 1947, he
and his mother, who had survived deportation and imprisonment in
the camps, moved once again into an apartment in the Chausée d"An-
vers in Brussels.

Bernhard’s father Lajb Szleper was deported with his wife on the 24th
transport from the Mechelen transit camp to Auschwitz on 4 April
1944 and did not come back.

In March 1958, Bernhard Szleper married Héléne Zélicki from Ixelles.

In 1971, he became a Belgian citizen. He died in Brussels on 1 November
2017. AS
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Survival by hiding in Catholic institutions

Belgian society in the 1930s was considerably influenced by Catholicism:
there was a large network of Catholic primary and secondary schools
as well as universities. The Belgian welfare system was also almost exclu-
sively organised by the churches, particularly the Catholic Church.

During the German occupation from May 1940 onwards, the Catholic
Church’s enormous influence on the population even increased, as
people expected guidance and leadership from it for their lives during
the occupation.

In 1938 the Archbishop of Mechelen, Cardinal van Roey, had already
proclaimed that the National Socialist ideology was not compatible
with Catholic values. However, soon after the capitulation of the Bel-
gian army, the same bishop acknowledged the authority of the Ger-
man military administration although only as long as it did not take
issue with the Catholic Church. At the same time, he condemned col-
laboration with the Germans and repeatedly protested to the military
administration about the treatment of the Jewish population. The mi-
litary administration was well aware of the Catholic Church’s influen-
ce, and it endeavoured to maintain a good relationship with it.

When a third of Belgium’s Jewish population was deported and mur-
dered between July and September 1942, the Catholic Church did
not intervene in public. Only individual letters of protest were written
to the military administration. The fact that about half of Belgium’s
Jewish population survived the German occupation was due to the
courage of individuals who hid men, women and above all children
from the German persecutors. Among them were many lay Catholics
and clergymen who took great personal risks to help. A post-war
investigation came to the conclusion that one in every five priests in
Belgium was involved in rescue operations.

Bishop Kerkhof of Liege was the only bishop directly involved in the
rescue of Jewish men, women and children when asked to do so by
the Jewish resistance. For example, Jewish children were taken anony-
mously into church summer holiday camps. Other bishops knew more
or less directly about the rescue activities of priests, nuns and monks
in their dioceses, many of whom collaborated with the Comité de Dé-
fense des Juifs (Jewish Defense Committee, CDJ).

As an overall organisation, the Catholic Church of Belgium never pub-
licly or vociferously opposed the persecution, deportation and murder
of the Jews. However, the welfare institutions, the homes for children,
the sick and the elderly as well as the school and boarding school sys-
tem in monasteries provided the institutional framework of assistance
that made it possible for the many Catholic laymen and dignitaries to
rescue Jewish men, women and, above all, children. Aw
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Susi Davids

On 2 July 1930, Susi Davids was born in Wuppertal-Elberfeld, the se-
cond child of Paul and Irma Davids (née Feldheim). She and her bro-
ther Gerd, who was three years older, lived comfortably in the bour-
geois Briller Quarter. Their father had an exclusive women’s fashion
shop. Susi’s mother came from a family of factory owners from nearby
Barmen. She wanted to become a children’s nurse, yet her father was
so proud of his daughters not having to work for their living that he did
not allow her to do so.

Even before the November pogrom in 1938, the father’s company was
“Aryanised” and the family had to move. The parents tried to emigrate
to America. On 10 November 1938, the fact that the nameplate on
their new apartment had repeatedly being torn down proved to be
lucky. Unlike that of their Jewish neighbours, their apartment was spa-
red from the anti-Semitic destructive rage. However, Susi’s father was
arrested and taken to the Dachau concentration camp. When he came
back after six weeks, he was ill and remained so for the rest of his life.

Coffee bean chocolates

Irma Davids succeeded in saving her children by sending them on the
first children’s transport to Belgium.

“My favourite chocolates were small coffee bean chocolates. | was ne-
ver allowed to eat many of them. My mother gave me a whole box for
the train ride. And | thought: ‘That’s unusual!” But | said nothing and
sat comfortably on the train by the window and waved goodbye. The
whole compartment was full of children.”

In order to stay together, the siblings came to the children’s home in
Wezembeek-Oppem. However, Susi was troubled: she could not com-
municate with anyone and did not understand what was happening to
her. After a few weeks a cousin of her mother’s took her in, while Gerd
was accommodated in a Belgian family for a short time before he mo-
ved to the Speyer home in Anderlecht.

Susi experienced a “culture shock” with the family:

,Hasn’t your mother taught you how to do that?’ It was obvious that
she [the cousin’s wife] came from a family in which you just got on with
things together as quickly as possible. Well, it was a clash of cultures.
Anyway, she was very kind in a sort of way, but | was unhappy at that
time.

Reunited with her parents

Susi’s mother arrived in England in the spring of 1939 with a domestic
servant permit. At the invitation of relatives who guaranteed for him, her
father was also able to leave for England. The mother’s employer orga-
nised and paid for Gerd and Susi’s visit to England in the summer of 1939.
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They stayed in England. Many years later, in an interview at the Impe-
rial War Museum in London, Susi Shipman (as she became after her
marriage) still remembered how relieved she was to be reunited with
her parents: “It was like getting rid of shoes that were too tight. It was
unbelievable!” The family survived the German bombings. “I remem-
ber very well that every time the anti-aircraft guns went off; | woke up
and had to go to the toilet — it was such a nerve-racking thing! It was
terrifying, | hardly got any sleep.”

On 8 December 1942, Paul Davids died after a stroke. Susi’s mother’s
diabetes worsened. After collapsing, Irma Davids passed away in the
summer of 1943 shortly after Susi’s 13th birthday.

Her mother’s sister took Susi in, but the place that became Susi’s home
was the Bunce Court School. When her brother decided to emigrate to
Israel in 1948, she followed him. In 1955 she married her husband
Frank Shipman in Kibbuz Kfar Blum. They had their first child in 1956
and in 1958 the family moved back to England. Aw

Belgium as a transit country

For many children on the Kindertransports, Belgium was just a transit
station on their escape route from the German Reich. Due to the
decision of the Belgian Ministry of Justice to grant Jewish children
from Germany only a temporary residence permit, it was up to the
Comité dAssistance aux Enfants Juifs Réfugiés (Assistance Committee
for Jewish Refugee Children, CAEJR) in Brussels and the Euvre du
Grand Air et de la Protection de I'Enfance (Work of the Open Air and of
the Protection of Childhood) in Antwerp to enable the children to con-
tinue their journey. In cooperation with the Movement for the Care of
Children from Germany in London, 75 children were able to emigrate
to Great Britain. By May 1940, more than 200 children could move on
to other neighbouring European countries, Palestine and overseas —
with or without parents.

Flight and repatriation to the German Reich

After the German invasion of Belgium on 10 May 1940, parents left
behind in Germany were worried about their children, who were
again exposed to National Socialist persecution. In some cases, the
parents tried to get their children back from Belgium. Also, under
pressure from the German occupation authorities, repatriations beg-
an in January 1941 of children living in Belgium to their parents in
Germany. At least 52 children were returned to Germany by 1 April
1941. As a result, they ended up trapped. Most of these children were
later deported and murdered along with their parents.
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Twelve-year-old Max Ansbacher from Wirzburg arrived in Brussels on
31 January 1939 with the Kindertransport. In January 1941 he re-
turned to his parents in Wirzburg. In September 1942 he was depor-
ted together with his mother. He survived the Theresienstadt ghetto,
the Auschwitz and the Dachau concentration camps. After emigrating
to Palestine, Max, now Mordechai, Ansbacher became the director of
the museum department of the national memorial to the victims of
the Holocaust, Yad Vashem. In 1961, he testified as a witness in the
trial of Adolf Eichmann.

Adi Bader from Cologne escaped repatriation to Germany because of
the courage of his Belgian foster mother. On 19 June 1942, he and his
brother Georg were supposed to arrive at the German Red Cross office
in North Brussels station for transportation to Cologne. His foster mother
prevented the handover and placed Adi Bader in the care of a child-
ren’s home where he was protected from arrest. His father, his step-
mother and his half-brother Kurt were deported from Cologne to Malyj
Trostenez near Minsk on 20 July 1942 and were murdered there. AS

Remembering and acknowledging
the Hidden Children

Most Jewish children who survived the Holocaust in Belgium — from
newborns to teenagers — were hidden from the Germans: they were
Enfants Cachés (Hidden Children, EC). Their experiences were very
diverse, depending on their age and their circumstances, but most
of them had one thing in common: at a time of utmost danger, their
parents or foster parents left them to face an uncertain future and in
the care of unknown people.

The children had to take responsibility for their own survival and con-
ceal their identity, their name and even more so, their religion. Their
uncertainty of whether their parents were still alive, their fear, and in
fact all their feelings, had to be hidden. The situation was generally
even more difficult for those who had been rescued from Germany on
a Kindertransport.

After liberation, many hidden children discovered that their parents
had been murdered. Others returned to parents who had become
strangers and had to start a new family life all over again. The realisa-
tion after the war that they were not able to talk to their parents who
had returned from the camps, about what they had experienced, crea-
ted a feeling of mistrust. The experiences of these Hidden Children
were neglected in both Jewish and in non-Jewish post-war Belgium.
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Even as adults, the rescued children did not see themselves as a being
a separate group for many decades. Nevertheless, aspects and frag-
ments of their history were collected as individual Hidden Children,
including Kindertransport children, published their stories. Silvain
Brachfeld, who became the chronicler of Jewish Antwerp before the
Holocaust, also collected documents and interviews from the survivors.

In 1991, a congress called “The Hidden Child” took place in New York.
Subsequently, Belgian survivors founded the organization I"Enfant
Caché asbl./Het Ondergedoken Kind vzv. (EC). Marcel Frydman (psy-
chologist and former chairman of the EC) has spoken about the begin-
ning of a therapeutic process. Children who were at one time hidden,
began talking about their experiences, often for the first time.

“Decades after the war, we were told that we were only children and
did not really understand what had happened, or that we had not really
suffered, or that our memories were inaccurate; that we should forget
the past and get on with our lives. And that is what we have done. For
several decades we have not spoken out and have not identified our-
selves as survivors of the Holocaust.”

Stefanie Seltzer, Daisy Miller.

The organisation had up to 1,800 members temporarily and today it
still has over 500. One of its main tasks remains to bear witness to its
members’ life-stories. In 1991, the recognition of being a victim of the
Holocaust was the priority. On the initiative of I"Enfant Caché, many
helpers were honoured as Righteous among the Nations in Yad Vashem.
At present, the EC is committed to building a Wall of the Righteous at
the central memorial site in Anderlecht, on which the names of those
who hid and saved Jewish children are to be immortalised. AW

Johannes Blum - “Mensch” of the Year 2016

Johannes Blum has been conducting video interviews since 1987 with
over 1,300 survivors of the concentration and extermination camps,
Jewish and non-Jewish members of the resistance, hidden children
and other survivors of the Holocaust. But how did he come to dedica-
te his life to these testimonies?

Johannes Blum was born on 23 December 1942 in Salzburg, Austria,
to German parents. In 1945, his mother moved to Germany with his
sister and him. Their father, however, was missing in action. Johannes
Blum went to school in Germany and studied Roman philology and
history at the University of Freiburg from 1965 to 1969.
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When Johannes met a Belgian member of the resistance in 1963, he
tried to talk to his mother about the family’s attitude towards National
Socialism. At that time, however, this topic was not discussed because
the Germans considered themselves all to be “victims” of the Hitler
regime.

Dealing with the past and encountering the first survivors
Johannes Blum found it difficult to bear the weight of such a terrible
past.

“The Germans kept up the image of their own victimisation without
realising that others had become victims because of them. | distanced
myself from this country which, for me, had crossed the red line, with
Auschwitz, among other things.”

(Interview Johannes Blum, article Paul Vaute, La Libre Belgique, 2003)

In 1969, Johannes Blum settled permanently in Belgium and acquired
Belgian nationality. He studied German philology and history at the
University of Saint-Louis in Leuven and from 1973, taught German as
a grammar school teacher.

From time to time he met people who had been in the resistance and
became aware of their reserved attitude towards him.

In 1987 Johannes Blum got into contact with the Holocaust survivors
Sonja Goldmann, Sarah Goldberg, Maryla Dyament-Michalowski and
Hélene Weissberg and accompanied them to Frondenberg in West
Germany’s Sauerland for a commemoration event.

At the end of the war, the Frondenberg company Weichsel-Union-
Metallwerke maintained a branch in Auschwitz, where the concentra-
tion camp prisoners Regina Saphirstein, Alla Gartner, Ester Weissblum,
and Rosa Robota were doing forced labour. The women managed to
smuggle explosives out of the factory over a long period of time which
enabled the armed uprising of the prisoners of the “Sonderkomman-
do” in the Crematoria Il and IV in Auschwitz-Birkenau on 7 October
1944. After several months of torture, the four women resistance
fighters were executed on January 6, 1945 in the Appellplatz (camp’s
roll call area). The women accompanied by Johannes Blum were com-
rades of the four resistance fighters.

Les Compagnons de la Mémoire

Hearing the stories of these women made Johannes Blum become
aware of how important it was to preserve them for future genera-
tions. In 1993, he established the organisation Les Compagnons de la
Mémoire (Companions of Memory) in order to document eyewitness
interviews. By recording them, publishing them and organising en-
counters, the organisation aimed to draw schoolchildren’s attention
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to the realities of yesterday and at the same time build bridges in the
present.

According to Johannes Blum, the testimonies convey essential values
for today and tomorrow, both for our private and public lives.

A life’s work
Over the years, Johannes Blum has conducted a large number of inter-
views which he considers to be his life’s work.

In 1991, he managed to have a monument erected to the Belgian res-
cuer Father Bruno Reynders and to track down more than 300 child-
ren hidden by him during the German occupation. In 1993, he publis-
hed the book “Résistance. Pere Bruno Reynders. Juste des Nations”
(Resistance. Father Bruno Reynders. Righteous among Nations).

In 2003, he got into contact with the Jewish Museum for Deportation
and Resistance, today the Kazerne Dossin (Dossin Barracks), in Meche-
len. His collection was accepted by the museum’s archive and is also
kept at the Fondation Auschwitz in Brussels. The Kazerne Dossin is
working at digitalising the recordings and the research data.

In 2016 Johannes Blum received the “Mensch” de I'Année (Human of
the Year) award from the Centre Communautaire Laic Juif (Jewish Secu-
lar Community Centre) in recognition of his outstanding work. cm

Remembering Kindertransports at the Belgian
border station Herbesthal

The arrival at Herbesthal station, the first stop on Belgian territory,
is still alive in the memories of some Kindertransport children. After
many years’ experience of exclusion and violence, crossing the border
and arriving in free Belgium was the rescue they had been longing for.

In January 1939, after the first Kindertransports, there was a nationwide
outcry about one incident when 36 unaccompanied Jewish children,
who all had a ticket, but without a valid entry visa, were taken care of
at Herbesthal station and yet were then sent back to the German
Reich. As a result of public pressure, the Belgian government allowed
further transports for another 750 children until July 1939.

“A whole convoy of children aged 12 to 14 arrived in Herbesthal and
the children seemed as happy as if they had entered the promised
land. They were fed as well as possible at the station buffet. They
drank above all, yet ate very little, although they had not received any
food the day before. Most of them did not know what had happened
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to their parents. It was not until later that they were told the harsh
reality. They were sent back to Germany.”
La Libre Belgique, 7 January 1939

There was nothing in Herbesthal by which to remember these dra-
matic events until 2019. However, on the occasion of International
Holocaust Remembrance Day on 27 January 2019, the community of
Lontzen carried out an initiative of the Jawne Memorial and Educatio-
nal Centre: it had a sculpture erected in memory of the Kindertrans-
ports —as had already happened at stations in London, Berlin, Hook of
Holland, and Gdansk.

In the presence of Henri Roanne-Rosenblatt, who had reached Her-
besthal on 7 March 1939 with the Kindertransport, and Marcel Fryd-
man, chairman of I’Enfant Caché asbl./Het Ondergedoken Kind vzv.
(The Hidden Child, EC), the sculpture made by the Aachen artist Sebas-
tian Schmidt was unveiled. This was the first time in Belgium that the
dramatic life stories of the fugitive children as well as the extraordi-
nary helpfulness of the Belgian population were commemorated in
public. AS

The Kindertransport of 20 December 1938

The exhibition presents portraits of 81 children. These children reached
Belgium on 20 December 1938. They arrived with the third Kinder-
transport from Germany.

Among them were 24 children who experienced the pogrom and the
destruction of their home, the Jewish Orphanage in Dinslaken, on the
morning of 10 November 1938. Fifteen of these children came from
the Rhineland or Westphalia.

On the lists of the Brussels Comité d’Assistance aux Enfants Juifs Réfu-
giés (Assistance Committee for Jewish Refugee Children, CAEJR), ano-
ther 18 children had the Dinslaken Orphanage recorded as their last
place of residence in Germany. With the exception of three children
whose siblings lived at the Dinslaken Orphanage, they all came from
the Rhineland and from Westphalia. It is still not known why the list
was compiled in this way. It appears certain that the Jewish organisa-
tions who were within Germany and involved in the Kindertransport
were convinced that these children should leave the country at all
costs.

We can only speculate as to why the specification of the Dinslaken
Orphanage was so significant. One possibility is that initially a Kinder-
transport with children exclusively from the orphanage had been
planned and that these 18 children were therefore included as such
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on the lists. Another possibility is that children recorded as having
their Place of Residence at Dinslaken Orphanage were allowed to tra-
vel with this transport without any further examination, because the
journey of these orphanage children had already been authorised.

A total number of 40 children on the transport had their birthplace in
the area of today’s North Rhine-Westphalia. Together with the nine
children not born there from the Dinslaken Orphanage, almost two
thirds of the children of the transport of 20 December 1938 came
from North Rhine-Westphalia. The next largest groups were from
Vienna (8) and Berlin (7).

It was clearly considered to be particularly urgent for certain children
to be able to depart: those from the Dinslaken Orphanage and the 18
children who did not live there but were labeled as such on the lists of
the CAEJR. We also know about six other children whose situation in
Germany was very dangerous: Ludwig Szneer was freed by the Red
Cross from prison shortly before his 17th birthday, and three others
were orphans.

In the following twelve months, 18 children from this transport would
travel on from Belgium: seven to the USA, six to Great Britain, three to
Brazil and two to Palestine. 17 children were able to stay in Belgium
with close relatives or friends of their parents. From this, it seems that
the selection of the children by the CAEJR in Brussels and the German
Jewish welfare associations was directly linked to the circumstances
under which the children were living in Germany.

Not only was the question considered as to whether the children’s
relatives were able to bear the maintenance costs in Belgium or whe-
ther the aid organisations had to step in, but in addition the possibili-
ties of further migration were deemed a decisive factor in choosing
the children for this Kindertransport. Aw
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Saved — for the time being. Kindertransports to Belgium 1938/1939

English-language booklet accompanying the exhibition with the same name
by the Jawne Memorial and Educational Centre. The exhibition of the Jawne
Memorial and Educational Centre in cooperation with Anne Prior was shown
for the first time from 28 November 2019 to 02 February 2020 at the Landes-
haus of the LVR, Cologne-Deutz, Germany.
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